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Ivars Taurins:  Toronto Musician Par Excellence 

 
Circle the date now!  On January 20, we will read through Handel’s 
wonderful Dixit Dominus under the leadership of Ivars Taurins.  Lovers of 
Baroque music in Toronto know Ivars Taurins as a violist and choral 
conductor, but few are aware of the scope and variety of his musical 
endeavours.  
 
Born and educated in Toronto, Taurins was a founding member of the 
Tafelmusik Baroque Orchestra at 23 and was its principal violist from 1979 
to 2002.  In 1981 he established the Tafelmusik Chamber Choir, which he 
continues to conduct.  Critic Urjo Kareda has written of “an ensemble of rare 

flexibility and verve; their blend is smooth without being homogenized, their sound is bracingly 
tart rather than sugary and their approach to stylistic challenges is vigorous and unacademic...” 
 
Trained in orchestral as well as choral conducting, Taurins was for a decade principal Baroque 
conductor of the Calgary Philharmonic, and he has guest conducted many choirs and orchestras.  
For the past fifteen years he has taught conducting and baroque instrumental and vocal ensembles 
at the University of Toronto, and since 2002, he has been the director of choral programs at the 
Tafelmusik Baroque Summer Institute.  Taurins has also been a regular conductor of youth choirs 
in Nova Scotia, Alberta, and Ontario, and in 2012, of the National Youth Choir.  He can be heard 
as performer and conductor on numerous recordings on the Sony, CBC and ”Tafelmusik Media” 
labels.  He was nominated for a Gemini award in 2011 for his acting performance as George 
Frideric Handel in the film Sing-Along Messiah¸ produced for Bravo Television and recently 
released on DVD by Tafelmusik Media. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  THE JANUARY 20 READING STARTS AT 3:30 PM 
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SCHEDULE OF READINGS 

2012-2013 SEASON 

 
Once a month, CAMMAC singers and 
instrumentalists get together and read through a 
work for choir and orchestra under the direction 
of a professional choir director.  Occasionally, 
readings feature pieces for singers only.  
Readings are not intended as rehearsals, and we 
do not perform for an audience, although 
listeners are welcome.   
 
All readings are in Elliott Hall, Christ Church 
Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St, Toronto, and (except 
where noted below) are on Sunday afternoons 
from 2 pm to 4:30 pm.  Admission is $6 for 
CAMMAC members and $10 for non-members.  
Please arrive 15 minutes early to set up so the 
reading can begin on time! 
 
November 25 – Bach, Cantatas 80 and 147, with 
Daniel Norman (coordinator:  Barbara Adams) 
 
January 20 – Handel, “Dixit Dominus”, with 
Ivars Taurins (coordinator:  Peter Solomon) 
Note this reading is from 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm 

 
February 17 – Haydn, “Lord Nelson Mass”, with 
David Weaver (coordinator:  Gerald Martindale) 
 
March 17 – Sadler / Storey, “Stations”, with 
Jacqueline Sadler (coordinator:  Peter Solomon) 
 
April 14 – Bruckner, “Mass in E minor”, with 
Dallas Bergen (coordinator:  Tim Moody) 
 
May 26 – Beethoven, “Mass in C”, with Hilary 
Apfelstadt, and AGM (coordinator:  Dianne 
Hughes) 
 
NOTE TO ASPIRING VOCAL SOLOISTS 

 

Most of the pieces that we work on at our 
Sunday readings have vocal solo parts.  
Sometimes members of the choir sing these parts 

together.  Sometimes the conductor invites 
his/her own soloists, and sometimes we find 
people to sing these parts at the readings.  If you 
are an experienced singer and you’d like to give 
it a try, please contact both Peter Solomon 
(peter.solomon@utoronto.ca.) and the reading 
coordinator (for contact information: page 9 at 
least a month ahead of the reading date so this 
possibility can be discussed. 

 
 

TORONTO REGION WORKSHOPS 

2012-2013 SEASON 

 
February 23 - Band workshop with Fran Harvey 
at the Toronto Northern District Library, 2pm- 
4:30 pm.  $20 CAMMAC members, $25 non-
members.  For details, see page 8. 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 

The deadline for content for the February-March 
issue is January 15.  The deadline for the April–
May–June issue is March 15. 

 

 

CAMMAC RECORDER PLAYERS’ 

SOCIETY 

 
The CAMMAC Recorder Players’ Society meets 
every three weeks from September to May at the 
Church of the Transfiguration, 111 Manor Road 
East, between Yonge Street and Mount Pleasant 
Road.  We play from 7:30 pm until 10 pm with a 
short break (refreshments included).  CAMMAC 
members may choose to pay the annual RPS 
membership fee of $80 for 12 regular meetings.  
Non-members pay $15 per meeting (your first 
visit is free).  Coached sessions are an additional 
$5.  Please bring a music stand and your 
CAMMAC membership card 
(http://cammac.ca/en/devenezmembre/) if you 
wish to pay the annual fee.  
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Dates for the 2012-13 season (all Friday 
evenings, except the spring workshop, which is 
on a Sunday): Dec. 7 (coach: Avery MacLean);  
Jan. 4 (coach: Vincent Lauzer);  Jan. 25;  Feb. 15 
(coach: Colin Savage);  Mar. 8;  Mar. 22;  Apr. 
21 (spring workshop, coach TBA);  May 10;  
May 31. For further information, call Anne-
Marie Prendiville at 416-480-1853. 
 

 
 

 

 

THE NEWSLETTER NEEDS YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!!!! 

Get your creative juices flowing!   Share some musical memories!  Pass on some 

advice!  Tell us about your favorite musical websites or software!  Tell us about a 

wonderful CD or DVD!  Write anything at all that reminds us why we all so love 

making music!   Photos are always welcome.   Send something, the sooner the better, 

to mackenzie.blair@gmail.com.  Your fellow newsletter readers will thank you! 
 
 
 

October Reading with Erna Van Daele 

By Barbara Adams 

 

The October reading featured a Haydn “cage match”!!  
Participants were treated to reading through two contrasting 
works:  Joseph Haydn’s Te Deum (very joyful) and Michael 
Haydn’s Missa Pro Defunctis Requiem Mass in C minor (more 
somber).  Erna Van Daele’s conducting skill was evident as she 
asked some of the instrumentalists to play music written for voice 
or other instruments (that were missing in the ensemble) in order 
to make the experience richer in sound than it would have been 
otherwise.  Flexibility was the name of the game at this Reading!  
CAMMAC National Library purchased the instrumental music in 
order that we could perform the Requiem Mass and Toronto 
Region has donated the vocal scores, printed from the public 
domain. 

 
Comments heard at the Reading showed that the “cage match” was a success.  We did not sing 
all of the sections of the Requiem Mass, as time didn’t permit; however, I’m sure this work will 
be featured again in the future.   
 
Thanks again, Erna, for a wonderful afternoon of music under your baton!  If you were unable to 
attend this event, we look forward to seeing you at the November 25 reading of Bach Cantatas 80 
and 147.  A reminder that all levels of singers and instrumentalists are welcome, members and 
non-members alike.  
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CAMMAC national news 
By Marion Wilk 

 
I spent the weekend of November 3 - 4 in Montreal attending one of the few face-to-face 
meetings we have in the year, most being by Skype.  I get to the national board as Toronto 
Region representative and, although I haven't done this before, I'd like to fill you in on some of 
the highlights.  There were two main focuses for the weekend:- the 2012-2013 budget and the 
upcoming 60th anniversary celebrations. 
 

The Lake MacDonald site is a really beautiful one.  Formerly 
White Forest Lodge, built in 1928, it is surrounded by birch 
forest where some trails have been marked out.  CAMMAC 
acquired the site in 1968, after some years at Otter Lake.  In 
1953 brothers George and Carl Little took their families to 
Otter Lake and dreamed of a camp where families could come 
and play music together.  They were joined over the years by 
family and friends and the camp grew from there.  Now, 60 
years later, the Little family is still a very big part of 
CAMMAC and Margaret, a daughter of George and 
Madeleine, is chairing the 60th anniversary committee. 

 
The Main Lodge became unsafe over the years and was replaced, in 2006, by a lovely new 
building which is modern, but retains some of the old features.  The Lake House is still the 
original building, visible in some photographs from the 1930s we were shown at the meeting.  It 
is sorely in need of upgrading and a study has been ordered so we can find out what absolutely 
needs to be done now and what can be done slowly.  Many long-time CAMMACers feel strongly 
about the building and it would be a pity if it would have to be demolished - we certainly hope 
that is not the case!  The other buildings on the site - Couperin, which houses the offices, and the 
Attic, where arts and crafts are taught, also need some work. 
 
The construction of the new building didn't go as smoothly as one would hope and, after a long, 
expensive legal battle where we were awarded a settlement which covered legal costs as well as 
part of the necessary repairs, we are now correcting various issues.  The government is helping 
us with this project, but we have to cover about 10% of the costs. 
 
Our new executive director, Marc Brunelle, is a dynamic man who is passionate about his work 
and brings energy to the organization.  Now in his third year in this role, he has managed to 
control costs and up the staff morale and, consequently, the level of service they deliver.  His 
office staff is also better trained and he is able to spend some of his time on marketing and vision 
for the future, rather than "putting out fires". 
 
He put together a conservative budget for the coming year that we were able to approve by the 
end of the weekend.  We hope that there will be more rentals over the weeks that CAMMAC is 
not using the facility and Marc and his team are doing a lot of work in this area.  We also 
discussed expanding the CAMMAC program.  At the moment the summer camp runs for 7 
weeks and there are also the Thanksgiving, Bach and Chamber Music (May) weekends. 
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The budget means that we still need funds from members and corporate and government sources 
and a fundraising committee is working in this area. 
 
A subcommittee has been set up, which includes some regional representatives, to look at the 
future of CAMMAC.  Called the Mission Development Committee, we especially want to 
include the regions as some people feel alienated from the camp.  I know some people in our 
region have never been to the camp and only know our local program.  We know that distance 
from the Laurentians is an issue, which we hope to address in some way. 
 
Margaret Little came on the Sunday morning to tell us about the 60th anniversary celebrations 
committee.  This subcommittee also includes her sister Elizabeth (Abeth) Little (former program 
director), Pat Abbott (our current program director) and Raymond Sealey (a former executive 
director).  The message for the anniversary is "The pleasure of making music".  Please note the 
active voice of this message!  Of course that's what CAMMACers do, but we want to spread our 
message to a wider section of the population, telling them about the many benefits of music 
making.  As befits a modern organization, the social media are going to be utilized, but we will 
also use radio and print to get our message out.  Some exciting ideas came out of our session!  
The launch of the celebrations will be the May Weekend of 2013, which is the Victoria Day 
weekend.  Please put it on your calendar! 
 
If you have questions or suggestions for the local or national committees, please be in touch!!! 
 
Marion Wilk 

Treasurer Toronto Region 

Toronto Region Representative on the National Board 
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 A CAMMAC (Canadian Amateur Musicians /Musiciens Amateurs du Canada) Toronto Region Event.  Please copy 

and post. 

 

CAMMAC READING 

 

 

G. F. HANDEL 

 

Dixit Dominus 

 

Date SUNDAY JANUARY 20, 2013 
Time 3:30 PM SHARP TO 6:00 PM (Please arrive 15 minutes early to set up.)  
Conductor Ivars Taurins 
Biography Ivars Taurins has conducted the Tafelmusik Chamber Choir since its founding 

in 1981. For many years Tafelmusik’s principal violist, he is also an 
experienced orchestral conductor, who served as the principal baroque 
conductor of Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra.  He teaches conducting and 
baroque ensemble playing at the University of Toronto, is director of choral 
programs at the Tafelmusik Baroque Summer Institute, and in 2012 was the 
conductor of the National Youth Choir.   

Music notes George Frideric Handel composed Dixit Dominus in April 1707, while living 
in Italy.  This setting uses the Latin text of Psalm 110, which begins with the 
words “The Lord Says.”  One of Handel’s earliest surviving pieces, the work 
had its first performance in July 1707 at the Church of Santa Maria in 
Montesanto, under the patronage of the Colonna family.  This is a remarkably 
mature and intricate work for a young composer and an outstanding example 
of Handel’s skill at writing for voices and instruments.  

Place Christ Church Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St (2 blocks north of St Clair Avenue) 
in Elliott Hall (enter from Heath Street) 

Singers Choir SATB. (Note:  singers do not need to pre-register) 

Instrumentation Strings and continuo. 
Information For more information: Peter Solomon    peter.solomon@utoronto.ca 

Cost CAMMAC members $6; non-members $10; students free.    
Refreshments Refreshments will be available for $1 during the break. 

 
Instrumentalists:  

• Please pre-register with Peter Solomon  peter.solomon@utoronto.ca  

• Please bring your own  music stand 
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A CAMMAC (Canadian Amateur Musicians /Musiciens Amateurs du Canada) Toronto Region Event.  Please copy and 

post. 

 

CAMMAC READING 

 

 

 

JOSEPH HAYDN 
 

Lord Nelson Mass 

 

Date SUNDAY FEBRUARY 17, 2013 
Time 2 PM SHARP TO 4:30 PM (Please arrive 15 minutes early to set up.)  
Conductor DAVID WEAVER 
Biography  David Weaver is Head of Music at HB Beal Secondary School in London, 

Ontario where he has been conducting choirs for more than 15 years.  Mr. 
Weaver received his Master's degree in choral conducting from the University 
of Cincinnati, where he studied conducting with Earl Rivers, John Leman and 
Elmer Thomas, and piano with the late William Black.  Mr. Weaver received 
the Governor's medal for music from the University of Windsor, the provincial 
IODE scholarship for music, and top piano prize and Rose Bowl for Piano in 
the Windsor Centennial Music Competition.  His high school choirs have 
received numerous honors and awards. 

Music notes Haydn's chief biographer H.C. Robbins Landon has written that this mass is 
“arguably Haydn's greatest single composition".  It was written in 1798 for the 
Esterhazy family.  The late sacred works of Haydn are masterworks influenced 
by the experience of his London Symphonies and highlight the soloists and 
chorus while allowing the orchestra to play a prominent role. 

Place Christ Church Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St (2 blocks north of St Clair Avenue) 
in Elliott Hall (enter from Heath Street) 

Singers Choir SATB. (Note:  singers do not need to pre-register) 

Instrumentation Flute, oboe 1&2, bassoon (2 unison), trumpet 1,2&3, timpani, strings incl. 
double bass 

Information For more information:  Gerald Martindale  bellman@rogers.com 
Cost CAMMAC members $6; non-members $10; students free.    

Refreshments Refreshments will be available for $1 during the break. 
 

Instrumentalists:  

• Please pre-register with Gerald Martindale  bellman@rogers.com 

• Please bring your own  music stand 



CAMMAC Toronto Region Newsletter      December 2012  - January 2013           8 

CAMMAC Band Workshop with Fran Harvey 

February 23, 2013 

 

2:00 – 4:30 pm, Northern District Library, 40 Orchard View Blvd., Toronto 

(1st block north of Eglinton Ave, west side of Yonge St) 
 
Do you love to play a wind, brass or percussion instrument?  Would you like to improve your sight-
reading and performance skills?  This year’s Wind Band Workshop is just that opportunity!  The 
workshop will focus on key performance skills such as dynamics, articulation, balance and blend in 
an engaging, hands on learning experience.  Tips and tools for great playing will be discussed and 
worked on through a variety of original works and arrangements for band. 
 

Fran Harvey is a music educator and conductor who holds degrees in music and 
education from the University of Toronto and Athabasca University.  Since 2003, 
she has been the conductor of the Metropolitan Silver Band, a brass band that has 
over 20 performances yearly including the annual Hannaford Street Silver Band 
Festival of Brass.  She has appeared as a guest conductor for many community 
groups including the North York Concert Band, Five Lakes Brass Band, and was 
assistant conductor at both the Northdale Concert Band and the Thornhill 
Community Band.  She has over 30 years experience performing as a trumpet 

player with various groups ranging from The Royal Regiment of Canada and Ceremonial Guard to 
Brass Magic Quintet and numerous community orchestras.  Fran was for many years a music teacher 
and Head of Music in the York Region District School Board, where she is now a secondary school 
Principal. 
 
Fee: Members $20; non-members $25; Group fee: Member rate (5 or more from the same group) 
For more information, please contact Gerald Martindale, 416-551-5183, bellman@rogers.com 
Please bring your own stand to the workshop.   
 
Registration Deadline: Feb. 15, 2013.  Note: This workshop will be cancelled if there is insufficient 
registration by the registration deadline.        
 

********* 
 

To participate, complete and mail this form together with your payment (cheque or money order, 

payable to CAMMAC Toronto Region) to:  CAMMAC Band Workshop, 57 York Road, Toronto 
M2L 1H7. 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________________________________________ 
City:  ___________________________    Postal Code:  __________________________ 
Tel:  ____________________________    e-mail:  _______________________________ 
Amount:  _____ $20 (CAMMAC member) _____ $25 (non-CAMMAC member) 
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WHAT DO I GET FOR MY CAMMAC MEMBERSHIP? 

 
By taking out membership in CAMMAC, you support the work of Canada’s foremost charitable 
organization devoted to meeting the needs of amateur musicians.  CAMMAC members pay 
reduced admission to attend CAMMAC readings and workshops and have borrowing privileges 
from the extensive CAMMAC sheet music library.  CAMMAC membership is a requirement for 
taking part in CAMMAC’s summer music camp at Lake MacDonald. 

 

 

Playing Opportunities 

 
T.E.M.P.O. workshops:  Dates for the balance of the season are as follows.  All sessions are 
from 1:30 pm to 4 pm, and (except where noted) are held at Armour Heights Community Centre, 
2140 Avenue Road, Toronto: Dec. 2 (with Avery MacLean); Jan. 6 (with Vincent Lauzer); Feb. 

3 (with Elin Söderstrom); Mar. 3 (with Joëlle Morton); Apr. 7 (with Robert Rivers); May 5 

(with Shannon Purves-Smith).  Fee $20 per session.  For further information:  Frank Nevelo 
(franknevelo@sympatico.ca) or 416-245-3413. 
 
Brampton Youth Concert Band, directed by Susan Barber Kahro, has recently been formed.  It 
is looking for band instrument players with some playing experience at the Grades 8, 9 and 10 
level.  For more information:  www.bramptonconcertband.com. 
 
Piano duet partner wanted:  Let's meet and see if we're compatible.  Broadview-Danforth area.  
You should sightread at about Grade 6 Royal Conservatory level.  Contact Susan Helwig at 416-
465-7996 or by e-mail at  whoisford@hotmail.com. 
 

 

 

Concert Notices 
 

Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow: The Timeless Music of Christmas.  John Laing Singers 
present Come Arise by J.C.F. Bach and much more.  Adult $20 student $10  St Paul’s United 
Church 29 Park St W; Dundas,  Saturday November 24, 7:30 pm.  Repeated at St Matthew on-
the-Plains Anglican Church, 126 Plains Rd East, Burlington,  Sunday November 25, 3:00 pm.  
 
Mozart and More.  *Oakham House Choir of Ryerson University, with Toronto Sinfonietta, 
presents Mozart’s Coronation Mass and Regina Coeli, Leopold Mozart’s Toy Symphony and 
Musical Sleigh Ride, French vocal favourites, carol sing-along.  Matthew Jaskiewicz, Music 
Director.  Calvin Presbyterian Church, 26 Delisle Ave., one block north of Yonge and St. Clair.  
$25, $20, $15.  416-960-5551.  Saturday December 1, 7:30 pm.  

 
Raizes & Ramos – Discover Portuguese Fado with Jessica Lloyd, Louis Simão, Sam Gleason 
and Fabio Ragnelli.  Green Door Cabaret, Lower Ossington Theatre, 100 Ossington, Toronto.  
416 915 6747.  $30 reserved, $25 general $20 arts worker.  Saturday December 1, 7:30 pm 
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Lake Field Music Camp 2013 
Lake Field Music camp returns August 11 to 18, 2013 with the successful merge program based 
on our traditional classical and jazz camps with a sampling of world and popular music.  The 
program is being finalized and registrations will begin in the new year.  Information is available 
at www.lakefieldmusic.ca, where you can also join our newsletter for timely updates.  Questions 
are welcome at info@lakefieldmusic.ca or 647-692-3463. 
 

 
 

ADVERTISING RATES 
 

Full page  $90 
Half page  $50 (max. 7 ½”W x 4 5/8” H) 
Quarter page  $30 (max. 3 ½”H x 4 5/8”H) 
Advertising is subject to space availability.  Neither publication nor positioning is guaranteed. 

 

 

CAMMAC TORONTO REGION MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2011 – 2012 

 
  President:  Tim Moody  416-605-2793  timmoody@sympatico.ca 
  Past President:  Gerald Martindale  416-551-5183  bellman@rogers.com  
  Treasurer / National Rep.*:  Marion Wilk  416-386-0258  marion.wilk@gmail.com  
  Secretary:  Lynda Moon  416-482-6562  ptriovc@gmail.com 
  Newsletter Production:  Blair Mackenzie  705-651-1083  mackenzie.blair@gmail.com 
  Publicity Co-ordinator:  Barbara Adams  905-877-0671  brbr.adams@gmail.com 
  Volunteer Co-ordinator:  Gerald Martindale  416-551-5183  bellman@rogers.com 
  Member at Large:  Dianne Hughes  905-751-5519   e.diannehughes@gmail.com 
  Soloist Co-ordinator:  Peter Solomon  416-781-4745  peter.solomon@utoronto.ca.  
 *Toronto Region representative to the CAMMAC Board of Directors 

 

OTHER CONTACTS 
  Webmaster:  Barbara Adams   905-877-0671  brbr.adams@gmail.com 
  Recorder Players’ Soc.:  Anne-Marie Prendiville  416-480-1853  49acacia@sympatico.ca 
  CAMMAC membership inquiries (toll free):  1-888-622-8755 or national@cammac.ca  
  CAMMAC website:  www.cammac.ca 
 

E-MAIL AND / OR ADDRESS CHANGES / PRIVACY NOTICE 
Whenever your contact information changes, please remember to notify CAMMAC 
headquarters.  We receive our mailing lists from them, so keep us current by keeping 
CAMMAC informed!     Toll free: 1-888-622-8755 or national@cammac.ca 
 
If you do not want your name and personal information known to other CAMMAC members, 
please make sure that when you renew your membership, you mark the appropriate box at the 
bottom of the application form. 


