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An interview with Colin Clarke
Deeply musical, compassionate, fun, irrepressible.   These are just some of the words that Colin 

Clarke’s name brings to mind.   Colin will be conducting our June 10 
reading of choruses from Carmina Burana.   In the midst of a typically 
insane schedule, taking him shortly to Calgary and Winnipeg, he found 
time to be interviewed.   If you haven’t yet met Colin, here is your chance 
to learn a bit more about him!

Colin is the founder and artistic director of Toronto Youth Wind Orchestra 
(TYWO).  He maintains an active career as a conductor, clinician and 
adjudicator.   Under his leadership TYWO has enjoyed remarkable success.  
It has received many regional and national awards, it has been featured at 
major festivals as well as radio and television broadcasts, and it has twice 

performed at Carnegie Hall.  It has collaborated with a long list of distinguished guest artists. 

How did you get involved in music?    I was a kid watching "The Muppet Show" and I saw the 
character Animal playing drums.  He was doing a drum-off against some older non-muppet 
drummer.  It was amazing!  These two guys going at it.  I had no idea who the older guy was with 
a big smile on his face, playing like he was having the time of his life, but when I watched Animal 
play, I thought to myself "well, if a muppet can play drums, then so can I!"  Of course, I didn't 
realize until years later that other "non-muppet" drummer was the legendary Buddy Rich.  I took 
percussion in high school, then conducting in university. 

What draws you to conducting?   The idea of assembling people with so many different 
backgrounds and joining together as a team to accomplish one musical goal.  It's really exciting!
         (Continued, p. 3)
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SCHEDULE OF READINGS
2011-2012 SEASON

Once a month, CAMMAC singers and 
instrumentalists get together and read through a 
work for choir and orchestra under the direction 
of a professional conductor.  Occasionally, 
readings feature pieces for singers only, or for 
instrumentalists only.  Readings are not intended 
as rehearsals, and we do not perform for an 
audience, although listeners are welcome.  

All readings are in Elliott Hall, Christ Church 
Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St, Toronto, from 2 pm to 
4:30 pm on Sunday afternoons.  Admission is $6 
for CAMMAC members and $10 for non-
members.  Please arrive 15 minutes early to set 
up so the reading can begin on time!

April 22 – Duruflé, “Requiem” with Brad 
Ratzlaff (coordinator: Gerald Martindale)

June 10 – Orff, “Carmina Burana” choruses with 
Colin Clarke (coordinator: Ellen Frei)

NOTE TO ASPIRING VOCAL SOLOISTS

Most of the pieces that we work on at our 
Sunday readings have vocal solo parts.   
Sometimes members of the choir sing these parts 
together.  Sometimes the conductor invites his/
her own soloists, and sometimes we find people 
to sing these parts at the readings. If you are an 
experienced singer and you’d like to give it a try, 
please contact both Peter Solomon 
(peter.solomon@utoronto.ca.) and the reading 
coordinator (for contact information: page 8) at 
least a month ahead of the reading date so this 
possibility can be discussed.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES
The deadline for content for the September 2012 
issue is August 15.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting of the members of 
CAMMAC Toronto Region will take place on 
Sunday June 10, 2012, during the intermission of 
the Reading of Carmina Burana (see page 5).  
The purpose of the meeting is to elect members 
of the Regional Management Committee, to 
receive the report of the current Committee, and 
to transact any business that may be brought 
before the meeting.  Nominations must be 
received by the Committee not later than May 
15, 2011.  Nominees must either be present at the 
meeting or provide written consent to the 
nomination.  Nomination forms are available on 
the web site, www.cammac.ca, or from any 
member of the Committee (see the last page of 
the newsletter for a listing of current members).  

CAMMAC RECORDER PLAYERS’ 
SOCIETY

The CAMMAC Recorder Players’ Society meets 
every third Friday evening from September to 
May at the Church of the Transfiguration, 111 
Manor Road East, between Yonge Street and 
Mount Pleasant Road.  We play from 7:30 pm 
until 10 pm, with a short break.  Please bring 
your own music stand.  Regular meetings are 
$10 for CAMMAC members and $12 for others, 
while coached sessions are $15 and $20 
respectively.  CAMMAC members may choose 
to pay an annual fee of $80.  Remember to bring 
your CAMMAC membership card with you on 
your first visit, which is free for newcomers.  For 
further information, call Anne-Marie Prendiville 
at 416-480-1853.  Dates for the remainder of the 
season (all Friday evenings, except the Spring 
Workshop, which is on a Sunday):  Apr. 22 
(Spring Workshop, 1:30 to 5 pm – Alison 
Melville); May 11; Jun. 1.
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An interview with Colin Clarke (cont’d from p. 1)

What are some of your career highlights?  Working with the Canadian Brass (my favourite musical group 
as a boy), holding trumpet virtuoso Jens Lindemann's trumpet while he did push-ups on stage in concert 
(true story), conducting TYWO on stage at Carnegie Hall, performing "Carmina Burana" with the Toronto 
Mendelssohn Choir, marrying my best friend (which isn't necessarily a career moment, but she's definitely 
a highlight!)

If you had one piece of advice for amateur musicians, apart from watching you and actually trying to 
follow your beat, what would it be? We're lucky that we have such a vibrant community for amateur 
musicians, so my advice would be to take in as much of it as you can.  Play, play, play!  Join a community 
band.  Play in a community orchestra.  Sing in a choir.  Start a chamber group.  Don't settle on one genre 
of music as there's so much incredible music out there and so many opportunities.  

Why is there is a Star Wars reference (to Darth Vader) in your e-mail address?   Another funny story.  
That address was created for me by members of the National Youth Band of Canada (2008).  They 
insisted I join Facebook and I told them that under no circumstances would I ever become a patron of 
Facebook.  Plus, I admitted that I didn't know the first thing about the social network, and preferred not to 
be sucked into that time-zapping vortex.  So, they created a page for me.  They uploaded my bio from 
some website, included some pictures that were taken while we were on tour and added themselves as 
"friends". They needed a new e-mail address in order to create the site and knowing my love for all things 
Star Wars, they came up with "Clarke Vader".  They sent me all the passwords and begged me to take over 
the site.  I got rid of the Facebook account, but LOVED the e-mail address, so kept it!  However, the kids 
were relentless and created the "Colin Clarke Fanclub" on Facebook.  In order to take that down, I had to 
actually be a Facebook user, so eventually I gave in.  Sigh.   

What do you enjoy doing when you are not conducting? Reading, playing Sudoku. 

What are your plans for this summer?   Guest conducting in North Dakota, vacation in Washington, and I 
may put together a big band comprised of all my closest musician friends, just for fun!

Blair Mackenzie

The burning question is…what hairstyle will Colin be sporting on June 10?
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A CAMMAC (Canadian Amateur Musicians /Musiciens Amateurs du Canada) Toronto Region Event.  Please copy and post.

CAMMAC READING

Duruflé:
Requiem

Date SUNDAY, APRIL 22, 2012
Time 2 PM SHARP TO 4:30 PM (Please arrive 15 minutes early to set up) 
Conductor Brad Ratzlaff
Biography Brad Ratzlaff is a graduate of the University of Toronto and University of Winnipeg, 

with degrees in Education and Music, and a Masters degree in Conducting. Brad has 
sung with choirs including the Concertgebouw Choir of Amsterdam and the Elmer 
Iseler Singers, Toronto. He has studied piano with Ruth W. Henderson, organ with John 
Tuttle, and choral conducting with Dr. Elmer Iseler, Jon Washburn, and Doreen Rao. 
Brad is on the teaching faculty of the University of Toronto, is the Artistic Director of 
the Hart House Chorus, and is Co-Director (with his wife, Carol Woodward Ratzlaff) 
and accompanist of VIVA! Youth Singers of Toronto.

Music notes The Requiem, Op. 9, was commissioned in 1947 by the French publisher Durand and 
was written in memory of the composer’s father. At the time, Duruflé was working on 
an organ suite using themes from Gregorian chants. He incorporated his sketches for 
that work into the Requiem. Duruflé’s omission of the Dies Irae text, and inclusion of 
the Pie Jesu, Libera Me and In Paradisum, mirroring Fauré, makes the composition 
calmer and more meditative than some other settings.

Place Christ Church Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St (2 blocks north of St Clair Avenue) in Elliott 
Hall (enter from Heath Street)

Singers Choir SATB. (Note:  singers do not need to pre-register)
Instrumentation Flutes 1-3, oboes 1-3, clarinets 1-3, bassoons 1-3, horns 1-4, trumpets 1-3, trombones 

1-3, tuba, tympani, percussion 1-3, organ, strings
Information For more information: Gerald Martindale     bellman@rogers.com
Cost CAMMAC members $6; non-members $10; students free.   
Refreshments Refreshments will be available for $1 during the break.

Instrumentalists:  please pre-register with Gerald Martindale(bellman@rogers.com ) and please bring 
your own music stand
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A CAMMAC (Canadian Amateur Musicians /Musiciens Amateurs du Canada) Toronto Region Event.  Please copy and post.

CAMMAC READING

Orff: 
Carmina Burana 

Choruses 

Date SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 2012
Time 2 PM SHARP TO 4:30 PM (Please arrive 15 minutes early to set up) 
Conductor Colin Clarke
Biography Colin Clarke is the founder and Artistic Director of Toronto Youth Wind Orchestra.  He 

maintains an active career as a conductor, clinician and adjudicator.   For a profile of 
Colin, please see page 1.

Music notes Carmina Burana is a scenic cantata composed by Carl Orff in 1935 and 1936. It is 
based on 24 of the poems found in the medieval collection Carmina Burana.   Michael 
Hofmann, then a young law student and Latin and Greek enthusiast, assisted Orff in the 
selection and organization of 24 of these poems into a libretto, mostly in Latin, with a 
small amount of Middle High German and Old Provençal. The selection covers a wide 
range of topics, as familiar in the 13th century as they are in the 21st century: the 
fickleness of fortune and wealth, the ephemeral nature of life, the joy of the return of 
Spring, and the pleasures and perils of drinking, gluttony, gambling and lust.

Place Christ Church Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St (2 blocks north of St Clair Avenue) in Elliott 
Hall (enter from Heath Street)

Singers Choir SATB. (Note:  singers do not need to pre-register)
Instrumentation Flutes 1-3, oboes 1-3, clarinets 1-3, bassoons 1-2, horns 1-4, trumpets 1-3, trombones 

1-3, tuba, tympani, percussion, strings.
Information For more information: Ellen Frei    416-369-9564    efrei@sympatico.ca 
Cost CAMMAC members $6; non-members $10; students free.   
Refreshments Refreshments will be available for $1 during the break.

Instrumentalists:  please pre-register with Ellen Frei (efrei@sympatico.ca ) and please bring your own 
music stand
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January Reading with Mervin Fick

Elliott Hall in Christ Church Deer Park, filled to near capacity, resounded with the music of Bach as 
Mervin Fick put singers and instrumentalists through their paces.  Mervin’s sense of humour and skill of 
managing the right balance of rehearsing and performing made for a wonderful afternoon of music 
making.  He encouraged the singers’ pronunciation efforts with some coaching in the German language.  
Bach’s Cantatas #69 and #75 are not easy to read through in an afternoon, but Mervin made the event a 
very positive experience for everyone.  Several members of his choirs attended, helping to make for a 
large choral sound.

If you missed the January event, hopefully you can attend the final two Readings and enjoy making music 
with Brad Ratzlaff (Duruflé, Requiem, p4) and Colin Clarke (Orff, Carmina Burana Choruses, p5).  All 
levels of singers and instrumentalists are welcome, members and non-members alike.

Barbara Adams 

PLAYING OPPORTUNITIES

T.E.M.P.O. Workshops: Dates for the balance of the 2011-2012 season are as follows.  All sessions are 
from 1:30 pm to 4 pm:  Apr. 15 (Elin Soderstrom); May 6 (Marie-Laurence Primeau).  Note new location 
for all sessions: Armour Heights Community Centre, 2140 Avenue Road, Toronto.  Fee $20 per session.  
Please also note the T.E.M.P.O. Fundraising Tea to be held on June 3, 2:30 to 5 pm, location TBA.  For 
further information:  Frank Nevelo (franknevelo@sympatico.ca) or 416-245-3413.

The Divine Right of Strings (formerly Brilliantly Baroque), a fledgling string group, seeks string 
players.  We meet the first Sunday of each month, 2-5 pm, near Lawrence & Don Mills.  We play mostly 
Baroque repertoire.  Please RSVP, then come along and enjoy. Contact: ericarao@mac.com 

Latin Drumming Workshop with Rodrigo Chavez. Eastminster United Church, 310 Danforth Ave, near 
Chester subway sta. $30 for one session, $25 for two or more. 647-896-5516, rod@cassavalatin.com, 
www.cassavalatin.com. Saturdays, 2-4 pm

WORKSHOP: Silverthorn Symphonic Winds presents a free public music clinic, in conjunction with 
the Westmount Collegiate Music Department and Arts Westmount Music. Led by 2011/2012 Artist in 
Residence Christopher Gongos, French horn, Brass Boot Camp and Beyond will provide tips on 
musicianship, technique and ensemble playing. The clinic takes place on Thursday April 12th, 2012 
from 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm at Westmount Collegiate Institute, 1000 New Westminster Drive, Thornhill ON.
Brass musicians should bring their instruments to participate in an ensemble led by Christopher Gongos. 
Other musicians will also benefit from the clinic and are encouraged to attend as audience members. The 
content of the clinic will be geared toward high school instrumentalists and adult amateur musicians. It is 
free and open to the public. For more information, contact pr@silverthornsymphonicwinds.ca.

Harp Workshop at CAMMAC Lac MacDonald, Quebec with Sharlene Wallace - all week, July 8-15. See 
cammac.ca/en/faculte-activite/calendrier-des-activites/8-15-juillet-semaine-3/
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E-MAIL AND / OR ADDRESS CHANGES / PRIVACY NOTICE

If your contact information changes, please notify CAMMAC headquarters.  We receive our mailing 
lists from them, so keep us current by keeping CAMMAC informed!  Toll free: 1-888-622-8755 or 
national@cammac.ca.  

If you do not want to share your name and contact information with other CAMMAC members, please 
be sure when renewing your membership to mark the appropriate box on the application form.

MUSICAL CHAIRS

Are you looking for a music mate, someone with whom to make some music?  We keep a list of 
others also looking!  Please get in touch with our Musical Chairs group at 416-962-4847.

CONCERT LISTINGS
(items marked * involve one or more CAMMAC members)

NYCO Symphony Orchestra* presents "Music by Mozart" - Impresario Overture, arias from 
Magic Flute and Marriage of Figaro, Exsultate Jubilate, Coronation Mass, featuring winners of 
the NYCO 2011 Mozart Vocal Competition and Oakville Choral Society. Centre for the Arts, St 
Michael's College School, 1515 Bathurst Street. Tickets $25/20/10 available on-line at 
www.nyco.on.ca or at the door. March 31st 8pm (pre-concert chat at 7:30pm)

Kindred Spirits Orchestra* presents compositions by Stravinsky, Bartok, Richard Strauss, 
Honegger, and Brian Current. Markham Theatre for the Performing Arts, Town Centre 
Boulevard, Markham. Tickets $25/15 on-line at www.ksorchestra.ca or at the door. April 1st 
8pm (pre-concert chat 7:30pm)-

Silverthorn Symphonic Winds* presents "Ballet, Broadway and the Big Screen" - Sherwood 
Legend (world premiere - Chris Gongos, horn solo), Afternoon of a Faun, Lawrence of Arabia, 
West Side Story, Phantom, Mamma Mia, Sandpaper Ballet and Fire Bird. Richmond Hill Centre 
for the Performing Arts, 10268 Yonge Street. Tickets $25/20 on-line at 
www.silverthornsymphonicwinds.com or at the door. April 22nd 2pm (pre-concert chat 1:15pm)

Oakham House Choir of Ryerson University  and guest artists present Jenkins’ “The Armed 
Man: A Mass for Peace” and works by Zielenski and Penderecki.  Matthew Jaskiewicz, Music 
Director.  Metropolitan United Church, Queen at Church.  $30; $25 in advance; students $15. 
416-960-5551.  Saturday April 28 7:30 pm 

____________________________________________________________

CAMMAC Toronto Region Newsletter          April – June 2012   
        

mailto:national@cammac.ca
mailto:national@cammac.ca
http://www.nyco.on.ca/
http://www.nyco.on.ca/
http://www.ksorchestra.ca/
http://www.ksorchestra.ca/
http://www.silverthornsymphonicwinds.com/
http://www.silverthornsymphonicwinds.com/


8

Kindred Spirits Orchestra* presents "Broadway Kids Live." Live cast with music from The 
Sound of Music, Cinderella, Oliver!, Annie, Hercules, Mulan, Beauty and the Beast, Aladdin, 
The Little Mermaid, The Wizard of Oz, Mary Poppins, Les Misérables and An American Tail - 
Markham Theatre for the Performing Arts, Town Centre Boulevard, Markham. Tickets $25/15 
on-line at www.ksorchestra.ca or at the door May 6th 2pm

SingingOut!* presents: “How Can I Keep From Singing.”  Jody Malone, conductor.
Glenn Gould Theatre, 250 Front Street, Toronto.  $25.  416 551-5183.  Saturday May 26 3 pm 
and 7:30 pm

NYCO Symphony Orchestra* presents "Cello Nights" - Smetana's "The Moldau", 
Tchaikovsky's "Rococo Variations" and Dvorak's Symphony No. 8 - Centre for the Arts, St 
Michael's College School, 1515 Bathurst Street. Tickets $25/20/10 on-line at www.nyco.on.ca or 
at the door. June 2nd 8pm (pre-concert chat at 7:30pm) -

VOCA Chorus of Toronto* and guest artists present “Earth, Sea and Sky”, featuring the Missa 
Gaia/Earth Mass, a contemporary, rhythmic and moving celebration of the Earth.  Jenny Crober, 
Artistic Director.  Eastminster United Church, 310 Danforth Ave. (at Jackman Ave., W. of 
Chester subway).  Tickets  $20 / 15 / $10.  www.vocachorus.ca.  Saturday June 9 7:30 pm 

Silverthorn Symphonic Winds* presents a children's concert - Beauty and the Beast, 
Enchanted, Lion King, Wiggles Movie Theme, Looney Tunes Overture, Cartoon Symphony - 
McConaghy Seniors' Centre, 10100 Yonge Street. Tickets available at the door. June 10th 2pm 

The Velvet Curtain* presents: “Broadway Showstoppers.”  Douglas Rice, conductor.  
Metropolitan United Church, Queen at Church St. Toronto.  $25. 416 792-4742.  Saturday June 
23 8 pm
 
Kindred Spirits Orchestra* presents "A Night of Sturm und Drang” including Beethoven's 
Egmont Overture, Mozart's Symphony No. 25 and Haydn's Trumpet Concerto - Markham 
Theatre for the Performing Arts, Town Centre Boulevard, Markham. Tickets $25/15 on-line at 
www.ksorchestra.ca or at the door. June 28th 8pm (pre-concert chat 7:30pm)

Carillon Recital featuring Toni Raats, Carillonneur, St. Janstoren, Roosendaal, Holland.  
Metropolitan United Church, Queen at Church St. Toronto.  Free Admission.  A guided tour of 
the carillon will follow the 1 hour recital.  416 551-5183. Tuesday July 3 7 pm
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SUPERB SUDOKU  by Ricci Balogh
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Solution to the puzzle published in the December 2011 – January 2012 issue:  “Downbeats”

WHAT DO I GET FOR MY CAMMAC MEMBERSHIP?

By taking out membership in CAMMAC you support the work of Canada’s foremost charitable 
organization devoted to meeting the needs of amateur musicians.  CAMMAC members pay 
reduced admission to attend CAMMAC readings and workshops and have borrowing privileges 
from the extensive CAMMAC sheet music library.  CAMMAC membership is a requirement for 
taking part in CAMMAC’s summer music camp at Lake MacDonald.

ADVERTISING RATES

Full page  $90
Half page  $50 (max. 7 ½”W x 4 5/8” H)
Quarter page  $30 (max. 3 ½”H x 4 5/8”H)
Advertising is subject to space availability.  Neither publication nor positioning is guaranteed.
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CAMMAC TORONTO REGION MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2011 – 2012

  President:  Gerald Martindale  416-551-5183  bellman@rogers.com 
  Vice President:  Tim Moody  416-605-2793  timmoody@sympatico.ca
  Past President:  Kathy Gallyas  416-925-6182  kathy.gallyas@gmail.com 
  Treasurer:  Marion Wilk*  416-386-0258  marion.wilk@gmail.com 
  Secretary:  Lynda Moon  416-482-6562  ptriovc@gmail.com
  Newsletter Production:  Blair Mackenzie  416-283-7659  mackenzie.blair@gmail.com
  Publicity Coordinator:  Barbara Adams  905-877-0671  brbr.adams@gmail.com
  Soloist Coordnator  Peter Solomon  416-781-4745  peter.solomon@utoronto.ca. 
  Member-at-Large:  Kathleen Mackenzie  416-283-7659  k_mackenzie@sympatico.ca
 *Toronto Region representative to the CAMMAC Board of Directors
 

OTHER CONTACTS
  Webmaster:  Nacia Miller  416-463-2869  nacia_miller@sympatico.ca 
  Recorder Players Soc.:  Anne-Marie Prendiville  416-480-1853  49acacia@sympatico.ca 
  CAMMAC membership inquiries (toll free):  1-888-622-8755 or national@cammac.ca 
  CAMMAC website:  www.cammac.ca

Your Toronto Region Management Committee meets once a month to plan workshops, readings 
and other exciting events for our members.  New members for the regional management 
committee are always welcome.  If you are interested, please contact us at toronto@cammac.ca .
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b e t t e r  i s  P E A C E  t h a n  a l w a y s  w a r

The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace by Karl Jenkins
and works by Zielenski, Penderecki and Bacewicz

Oakham House Choir              Univox Choir Toronto               Toronto Sinfonietta
Matthew Jaskiewicz - music director

Melanie Conly - soprano           Todd Delaney - baritone          Ali Zafar - muezzin
Sat., Apr. 28 - 7:30 p.m.  - Metropolitan United Church, 56 Queen St. E., Toronto

$30 at door, $25 in advance, $15 students            Tickets: 416-960-5551
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