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An interview with Margaret Little          by Blair Mackenzie 

 

Few people on Earth have a deeper understanding of CAMMAC than 

its new Executive Director, Margaret Little.  It has been part of her life 

since she was born.  Her parents founded it.  She grew up surrounded 

by its ethos.  She has participated in and has taught at the Lake 

MacDonald music centre.  She is a past chair of the board of directors 

of CAMMAC.  Effective August 27, 2013 she was appointed as the 

Executive Director of CAMMAC, a position which reports to the very 

board she once chaired.   

 

Margaret discovered the viola da gamba at age 11 while at CAMMAC, 

and fell in love with the instrument and its repertoire.  After studying 

science and then visual arts, she came back to music and the viol in her 

early twenties. Since 1975, she has performed on the viola da gamba 

and baroque viola with many leading groups.  Margaret and her 

colleague Susie Napper have toured the world with the duo they founded, Les Voix humaines.  

Margaret now works out of the Lake MacDonald music centre, from which she recently spoke to 

us on a cold and extremely windy Fall day. 

 

What will your priority be as Executive Director?  Margaret sees her priority as being to spread the 

word about CAMMAC and the joy of making music.  There is always an agenda to be dealt with at 

the Lake Macdonald music centre, an agenda which currently includes dealing with problems with 

the Lake House, the Mozart (staff accommodation) and the attic (children’s arts and crafts).  A 

fundraising campaign is on the horizon, hopefully supplemented by ongoing support from the 

Province of Quebec and the Argenteuil region.  But ultimately, the inspiration and justification for 

all of this activity is the sheer joy of making music together. 

 

             Cont’d p. 3 

http://www.cammac.ca/
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SCHEDULE OF READINGS 

2013-2014 SEASON 

 

Once a month, CAMMAC singers and 

instrumentalists get together and read 

through a work for choir and orchestra under 

the direction of a professional choir director.  

Occasionally, readings feature pieces for 

singers only.  Readings are not intended as 

rehearsals, and we do not perform for an 

audience, although listeners are welcome.  

All readings are in Elliott Hall, Christ 

Church Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St., Toronto, 

and are on Sunday afternoons from 2 pm to 

4:30 pm.  Admission is $6 for CAMMAC 

members and $10 for non-members.  Please 

arrive 15 minutes early to set up so the 

reading can begin on time! 

 

January 19 – Macmillan, “Celtic Mass for 

the Sea” with Jenny Crober (coordinator:  

Barbara Adams) 

 

February 16 – Brahms, “German Requiem” 

with Ori Siegel (coordinator:  Lynda Moon) 

 

March 23 – Chatman, “Proud Music of the 

Storm” with Lydia Adams (coordinator:  

Barbara Adams) 

 

April 27 – Glick, “Triumph of the Spirit” 

with Shawn Grenke (coordinator:  Gerald 

Martindale) 

 

May 25 – Elgar, Fauré, Lauridsen, “Lux 

Aeterna” and AGM (coordinators:  Lynne 

Salt and David Wilcox) 

 

 

NOTE TO ASPIRING VOCAL 

SOLOISTS: 

 

Most of the pieces that we work on at our 

Sunday readings have vocal solo parts.   

Sometimes members of the choir sing these 

parts together.  Sometimes the conductor 

invites his/her own soloists, and sometimes 

we find people to sing these parts at the 

readings.  If you are an experienced singer 

and you’d like to give it a try, please contact 

both Peter Solomon 

(peter.solomon@utoronto.ca.) and the 

reading coordinator (for contact information, 

see page 10) at least a month ahead of the 

reading date so this possibility can be 

discussed. 

 

TORONTO REGION WORKSHOPS 

2013-2014 SEASON 

 

February 2 (*Note change of date*) – An 

introduction to conducting with Colin 

Clarke.  St Michael’s College School, 1515 

Bathurst St. (at St. Clair Ave.), Toronto 

(workshop limited to 10 participants). 

 

The workshop is from 2 pm to 4:30 pm.  $25 

CAMMAC members, $30 non-members. 

 

Visit www.cammac.ca for additional 

information about CAMMAC’s activities in 

Toronto, other regions of the country, and 

the 60
th
 anniversary activities which will 

take place during the year. 

 

 

CAMMAC RECORDER PLAYERS’ 

SOCIETY 

 

The CAMMAC Recorder Players’ Society 

meets every three weeks or so from 

September to May.  We play from 7:30 pm 

until 10 pm, with a short break 

(refreshments included).  CAMMAC 

members may pay the annual RPS 

membership fee of $80 for 12 regular 

meetings.  Non-members pay $15 per 

meeting (your first visit is free).  Coached 

sessions are an additional $5.   

mailto:peter.solomon@utoronto.ca
http://www.cammac.ca/
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Please bring a music stand and your 

CAMMAC membership card if you wish to 

pay the annual fee.  

 

*Note change of venue*  We are now 

meeting at Mount Pleasant Road Baptist 

Church, 527 Mount Pleasant Rd., 2 blocks 

north of Davisville Avenue (entrance off 

Belsize Drive).  It is a lovely space and we 

hope it will be RPS’s home for many years.  

 

All meetings except the spring workshop are 

on Friday evenings, 7:30 pm  to 10 pm.  The 

remaining dates for 2013-2014 are:  

December 6 (Christmas workshop, coach 

Janos Ungvary);  January 10;  January 24;  

February 28 (coach, Vincent Lauzer);  

March 21;  April 11;  Saturday, April 26,  

1:30 pm to 5 pm (spring workshop, coach 

TBA); May 9;  May 23.  Any changes to the 

schedule will be posted on the website. 

 

For further information, contact Anne-Marie 

Prendiville at 416-480-1853 or at 

49acacia@sympatico.ca.  

 

                  
 

 

 

An interview with Margaret Little (cont’d) 
 

Your predecessor, Marc Brunelle, had a background in hospitality management; yours is 

primarily in music.  Does this signal a change in focus for CAMMAC?  Not at all.  In Margaret’s 

view, CAMMAC needs to stay on course, to maintain strong relationships with its funders, to 

continue to pursue outside rentals of the music centre, and to build on CAMMAC’s very 

considerable accomplishments over  the last few years. 

 

With your strong background in early music, can we expect to see more focus on early music 

within CAMMAC?  Margaret points out that the music program at the Lake MacDonald music 

centre is the domain of the Artistic Director.  If changes are made to the program lineup, they 

will be decided upon by Patricia Abbott, the Artistic Director.   

 

What relationship would you like CAMMAC to have with its regions?  Margaret sees the regional 

activities as functioning best when they are essentially grassroots activities, thoroughly grounded 

in their respective communities.  The role of the national office is one of facilitation and support, 

through resources including the CAMMAC library.  Margaret hopes to meet the leadership of 

each of the regional committees, to learn what each is doing, and then to consider further how 

the national office can assist. 

 

Will you keep on performing with Les Voix humaines?  Margaret hopes to be able to keep going 

with Les Voix humaines.  However, she is no longer teaching at the Université de Montréal, and 

she has cut back her appearances with other musical groups. 

 

If you had one request to make of all CAMMAC members, what would it be?  Help us to spread 

the word about the joys of making music.  Nothing is as powerful as word-of-mouth 

recommendations! 

 

         Blair Mackenzie 
  

mailto:49acacia@sympatico.ca
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A CAMMAC (Canadian Amateur Musicians /Musiciens Amateurs du Canada) Toronto Region Event.  Please copy 

and post. 

 

CAMMAC READING 
 

 

 

Macmillan: 

 

Celtic Mass for the Sea 

 

 

Date SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 2014 
Time 2 PM SHARP TO 4:30 PM (Please arrive 15 minutes early to set up.)  
Conductor Jenny Crober 
Biography Jenny Crober has been a professional musician for over 34 years. She has had 

an extremely versatile musical career as a conductor, collaborative pianist, 

coach, teacher, dance accompanist, adjudicator, chamber clinician and choral 

arranger.  Jenny has been the artistic director of the VOCA Chorus of Toronto 

since 2004.  She has programmed an eclectic mix of music for this ensemble, 

encompassing large classical works (including their Dec. 2013 performance of 

the Bach Magnificat), as well as a wide variety of folk and World music, vocal 

jazz, musical theatre, and numerous contemporary Canadian compositions.  

VOCA’s recent “Celtic Tide” concert featured the Celtic Mass for the Sea, 

with two very special guest artists from Halifax: composer Scott Macmillan, 

guitar and librettist Jennyfer Brickenden, narration. 

Music notes Performed over sixty times since its premiere, from Carnegie Hall to 

Hamburg, Germany, Celtic Mass for the Sea  is a contemporary fusion of 

Celtic-classical and choral traditions.  It rekindles the lore of the ocean, 

interweaving the string ensemble and voices with traditional instruments such 

as Uilleann pipes, Irish flute, fiddle, guitar and Celtic harp.        

Place Christ Church Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St. (2 blocks north of St. Clair Ave.) in 

Elliott Hall (enter from Heath St.) 

Singers Choir SATB. (Note:  singers do not need to pre-register) 

Instrumentation Strings (including bass), guitar, mandolin, Celtic harp, tin whistle 

Information For more information:  Barbara Adams 

Cost CAMMAC members $6; non-members $10; students free.    

Refreshments Refreshments will be available for $1 during the break. 

 

Instrumentalists:  

 Please pre-register with Barbara Adams  brbr.adams@gmail.com  

 Please bring your own music stand 

 

mailto:brbr.adams@gmail.com
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Some additional notes on Celtic Mass for the Sea 
 

Celtic Mass for the Sea, commissioned by the 

CBC in 1988 and composed by Halifax 

composer, Scott Macmillan, with libretto by 

Jennyfer Brickenden, celebrates the reverence 

that the ancient people held for the sea’s 

majesty, ferocity, and vitality, and is a relevant 

message of hope in these times of eco-

destruction.  The music bases its themes on 

traditional Celtic rowing songs, sea-rapture 

songs, labour songs, funeral chants, pipe and 

fiddle tunes, as well as many original themes by Scott Macmillan.  The text, researched, edited 

and adapted for Mass layout by Jennyfer Brickenden, reflects a Celtic perspective of the sea and, 

at the same time, addresses our responsibility to our environment.  Performed over sixty times 

since its premier, from Carnegie Hall to Hamburg, Germany, this work is a contemporary fusion 

of Celtic-classical and choral traditions.  It rekindles the lore of the ocean, interweaving the 

string ensemble and voices with traditional instruments such as Uilleann pipes, Irish flute, fiddle, 

guitar and Celtic harp.       (Notes, excerpted with permission, by Jennyfer Brickenden.) 

 

November 2 Oboe Master Class  by Sheila M. MacRae 
 

On November 2
nd

, 2013, the Oboe Master Class, a CAMMAC workshop, was held at the 

Northern District Library, 40 Orchard View Blvd., Toronto.  It was led by Barbara Bolte.  The 

master class format, which was a favourite with Heinz Holliger, with whom Barbara studied, 

provides an excellent vehicle for teaching and learning:  participants learn from suggestions 

made to others, not just comments about their own playing.  While Barbara creates a relaxed 

atmosphere, she zeroes in on playing issues, and provides helpful ways of dealing with them, no 

matter whether the participant be advanced, a beginner, or somewhere in the middle.  There were 

seven registrants with a range of abilities.  The Master Class began with ensemble playing, in 

which instrumentation included Oboe and English Horn.  The first ensemble piece we played 

was by Max Reger, "Abendgang im Lenz" (Evening Walk in Spring), followed by Tomas Luis 

de Victoria, a movement from "In Festo Natalis Domini", Regem Coeli.  Among the coached 

pieces were Kalliwoda’s “Morceau de Salon”, Morricone’s “Gabriel’s Oboe”, two “Minuets”- 

one by Nicholas Amani, the other by J.S. Bach, and the “Allegro” movement based on a 

fragment from the Beethoven E-flat quintet for oboe, three horns and bassoon.  We ended with 

another ensemble work, a traditional Georgian hymn called "Shen Khar Venakhi" (You are a 

vineyard) - apparently often sung at weddings.  It's a truly beautiful piece, simple yet profound.  

CAMMAC brochures were distributed, and there were refreshments at the end.  It was clear from 

conversations that the 2013 Oboe Master Class was a positive experience for all registrants.   

 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The deadline for content for the February – March issue is January 15.  
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CAMMAC WORKSHOP  February 2, 2014,  
2 pm to 4:30 pm.  CONDUCTING 101: 
INTRODUCTION TO CONDUCTING 
St. Michael's College School, 1515 Bathurst St. at St.Clair 

CONDUCTING 101 is a fun introduction to basic instrumental 

conducting, presented by Colin Clarke.  The workshop is intended for 

musicians interested in learning to conduct.  No previous conducting 

experience required!  Participants will have the opportunity to practice the art of 

conducting through basic style, meter and pattern exercises, left-hand technique, non-

verbal communication, posture, instrumentation, conducting terminology and score 

reading.  Resource material will be included with many tips, tricks, hints and interesting 

points of note to help the beginning conductor, and each participant will be provided 

with a baton.  The session will conclude with an opportunity to conduct a full wind 

ensemble on simple, familiar repertoire.   

NOTE: Registration is limited to 10 applicants.  For further information on this workshop, 

contact Lynda Moon ptriovc@gmail.com   416-482-6562 

Colin Clarke, a recipient of the Clifford Evans Award for Conducting, has collaborated 

with world renowned orchestras and ensembles in Canada, the U.S. and Eastern 

Europe.  He is perhaps best known for his work with the multi-award winning Toronto 

Youth Wind Orchestra, a group he started as a high school student.  The Wind 

Orchestra made its Carnegie Hall debut in 2006 and returned there in 2011 to mark its 

20th anniversary.  Colin maintains an active career as a conductor, clinician, adjudicator 

and composer/arranger.  He is the newly appointed Music Director of the Hamilton 

Philharmonic Youth Orchestra and is currently on the staff of McMaster University as 

conductor of the McMaster Chamber Orchestra.  Colin also has a long association with 

CAMMAC.  He has been an instructor, conductor and Music Director for the CAMMAC 

Ontario Music Centre and has conducted Toronto Region readings (including Carmina 

Burana in 2012).      

To register, complete and mail this form with your cheque or money order, payable to 

CAMMAC Toronto Region to:  Conducting 101, 57 York Road, Toronto M2L 1H7                                                                                                  

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________    Postal Code: _______Tel: __________     

 Amount: __________$25 (CAMMAC member)_____________$30 (non-member)                                                            

mailto:ptriovc@gmail.com
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A CAMMAC (Canadian Amateur Musicians /Musiciens Amateurs du Canada) Toronto Region Event.  Please copy 

and post. 

 

CAMMAC READING 
 

 

 

Brahms: 

 

Ein Deutsches Requiem 

 

 

Date SUNDAY, February 16, 2014 
Time 2 PM SHARP TO 4:30 PM (Please arrive 15 minutes early to set up.)  
Conductor Ori Siegel 
Biography Ori has conducted many Broadway musicals and Gilbert & Sullivan operettas 

for local stages. His orchestral experience includes a reading orchestra that 

sliced through a large pile of symphonies!  He has conducted twice at the 

International Gilbert & Sullivan Festival at Buxton, England.  Ori studied 

bassoon and voice at the University of Western Ontario and was an original 

member of the Ontario Youth Choir.  He has been with the CBC for 32 years. 

Music notes Brahms, a noted agnostic and humanist, selected the texts for his German 

Requiem from the Lutheran Bible to form this great non-liturgical masterpiece, 

the longest work he wrote.  An accomplished chamber, solo, and choral/vocal 

composer when he wrote it, the German Requiem was Brahms' second major 

orchestral work (the first piano concerto preceded it by several years) and was, 

alas, his only work combining a large orchestra and choir. 

Place Christ Church Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St. (2 blocks north of St Clair Ave.) in 

Elliott Hall (enter from Heath Street) 

Singers Choir SATB. (Note:  singers do not need to pre-register) 

Instrumentation piccolo, flutes 1&2, oboes 1&2, clarinets 1&2, bassoons 1&2, contrabassoon, 

horns 1,2,3&4, trumpets 1&2, trombones 1,2&3, tuba, timpani, harp, strings. 

Information For more information:  Lynda Moon  ptriovc@gmail.com  

Cost CAMMAC members $6; non-members $10; students free.    

Refreshments Refreshments will be available for $1 during the break. 

 

Instrumentalists:  

 Please pre-register with Lynda Moon  416-482-6562 (ptriovc@gmail.com ) 

 Please bring your own music stand 

 

 

 

mailto:ptriovc@gmail.com
mailto:ptriovc@gmail.com
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Playing Opportunities 

 

Lake Field Music Camp is holding a participant concert on Sunday, February 23, 2014 from 3 

pm to 6 pm at St George the Martyr Church, 197 John St., Toronto.  At least one member of each 

performing group should have attended Lake Field Music Camp or be a member of CAMMAC.  

Contact info@lakefieldmusic.ca or 647-692-3463 for more information. 

 

T.E.M.P.O. workshops:  Dates for the balance of 2013 -2014 are as follows: December 1 (with 

Femke Bergsma); January 5 (with Matthias Maute); February 2 (with Marie-Laurence Primeau); 

March 2 (with Vincent Lauzer); April 13 (with Sylvain Bergeron); May 4 (with Joëlle Morton).  

All sessions are from 1:30 pm to 4 pm, and are held at Armour Heights Community Centre,  

2140 Avenue Rd., Toronto.  Fee $20 per session.  For further information:  Christine McClymont 

at cmcclymont@sympatico.ca .   

 

Concert Notices 

(groups marked with an asterisk include CAMMAC members)  

 

Singing Out* presents “Lights of December.” Jane Mallett Theatre, 27 Front St., Toronto (one 

block w. of Yonge St.).  $25.  www.singingout.com.  416-551-5183.  Saturday December 7,  

3 pm and 7:30 pm. 

 

VOCA* presents Songs of Joy & Peace, featuring J.S. Bach’s Magnificat plus medieval, jazz, 

blues, contemporary and gospel selections.  Jenny Crober, Artistic Director and Elizabeth Acker, 

accompanist, with Talisker Players Orchestra and guest artists.  Eastminster United Church, 30 

Danforth Ave., Toronto.  $25 Adults, $20 Seniors, $10 Students.   www.vocachorus.ca or  416-
947-8487.  Saturday December 7, 7:30 pm. 

NYCO Symphony Orchestra* presents “Carnival of the Dinosaurs”, a family-friendly concert.  

Music by Tchaikovsky, Haydn, Leroy Anderson, Dean Burry.  Centre for the Arts, St. Michael’s 

College, 1515 Bathurst St., Toronto.  $26, Seniors $21,Students $10.   www.nyco.on.ca or 416-

628-9195.  Sunday December 8, 2 pm. 

 

Toronto Community Orchestra* presents “Holiday Concert” at Eastminster United Church, 

310 Danforth Ave., Toronto.  Admission by donation; reception to follow.  Tuesday December 

10, 7:30 pm. 

 

Annex Singers present “The M Files:  Mysterium. Magnificat. Maria”.. Bloor St. United 

Church, 300 Bloor St. at Huron St.  $20 Adults, $15 Seniors and Students.  Children 12 and 

under free.  www.annexsingers.com.  416-968-7747.  Saturday December 14, 7:30 pm. 

 

Amadeus Choir* presents "Sing With the Angels!" Lydia Adams, conductor.  With Bach 

Children's Chorus (Linda Beaupré, conductor) and harpist Erica Goodman.  Yorkminster Park 

Baptist Church, 1585 Yonge St. (Yonge and Heath Sts., just north of St. Clair Ave.)   Tickets: 

$40, $30, $25, $15.   www.amadeuschoir.com.   Saturday December 14, 7:30 pm. 

 

 

mailto:info@lakefieldmusic.ca
mailto:cmcclymont@sympatico.ca
http://www.singingout.com/
http://www.vocachorus.ca/
http://www.nyco.on.ca/
http://www.annexsingers.com/
tel:416%20968-7747
http://www.amadeuschoir.com/
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SUPERB SUDOKU  by Ricci Balogh 

 

A  E    N  G 

    L     

I  G    T  R 

   R N S    

 N      E  

   G E L    

S  T    L  A 

    I     

R  A    G  E 
 

Solution to the October – November Superb Sudoku:  pan flute 

 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Full page  $90 

Half page  $50 (max. 7 ½”W x 4 5/8”H) 

Quarter page  $30 (max. 3 ½”H x 4 5/8”H) 

Advertising is subject to space availability.  Neither publication nor positioning is guaranteed. 

 

 

Nine different letters are used in this 

SUDOKU.  Each letter is used once in 
each row, column and 3x3 box.  To 

start, look in the most populated boxes, 

rows and columns for missing letters.  
If you end up with more than one 

possibility, use common sense to 

eliminate the extra letters.  After 
solving the puzzle itself, you have to 

find the one or two word musical term 

made up of these 9 letters when placed 

in the correct order.  Good luck! 
 

Letters used, in alphabetical order:  

A E G I L N R S T 
 

The solution to this puzzle will be 

published in the next issue of the 

Newsletter. 
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WHAT DO I GET FOR MY CAMMAC MEMBERSHIP? 
 

By taking out membership in CAMMAC, you support the work of Canada’s foremost charitable 

organization devoted to meeting the needs of amateur musicians.  CAMMAC members pay 

reduced admission to attend CAMMAC readings and workshops and have borrowing privileges 

from the extensive CAMMAC sheet music library.  CAMMAC membership is a requirement for 

taking part in CAMMAC’s summer music camp at Lake MacDonald. 

 

 

 
 

 

CAMMAC TORONTO REGION MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2013 – 2014 

 

  President:  Tim Moody  416-605-2793   tim@timmoody.com  

  Past President:  Gerald Martindale  416-551-5183  bellman@rogers.com  

  Treasurer / National Rep.*:  Marion Wilk  416-386-0258  marion.wilk@gmail.com  

  Secretary:  Lynda Moon  416-482-6562  ptriovc@gmail.com 

  Newsletter Production:  Blair Mackenzie  705-651-1083  mackenzie.blair@gmail.com 

  Publicity Co-ordinator:  Barbara Adams  905-877-0671  brbr.adams@gmail.com 

  Volunteer Co-ordinator:  Gerald Martindale  416-551-5183  bellman@rogers.com 

  Member at Large:   Lauren Cooke  905-876-1652   lcooke@uwo.ca  

  Soloist Co-ordinator:  Peter Solomon  416-781-4745  peter.solomon@utoronto.ca.  

 *Toronto Region representative to the CAMMAC Board of Directors 

 

OTHER CONTACTS 

  Webmaster:  Barbara Adams   905-877-0671  brbr.adams@gmail.com 

  Recorder Players’ Soc.: Anne-Marie Prendiville  416-480-1853  49acacia@sympatico.ca 

  CAMMAC membership inquiries (toll free):  1-888-622-8755 or national@cammac.ca  

  CAMMAC website:  www.cammac.ca 

 

 

E-MAIL AND / OR ADDRESS CHANGES / PRIVACY NOTICE 

 

Whenever your contact information changes, please remember to notify CAMMAC 

headquarters.  We receive our mailing lists from them, so keep us current by keeping 

CAMMAC informed!     Toll free: 1-888-622-8755 or national@cammac.ca 

 

If you do not want your name and personal information known to other CAMMAC members, 

please make sure that when you renew your membership, you mark the appropriate box at the 

bottom of the application form. 

 

mailto:tim@timmoody.com
mailto:bellman@rogers.com
mailto:marion.wilk@gmail.com
mailto:ptriovc@gmail.com
mailto:mackenzie.blair@gmail.com
mailto:brbr.adams@gmail.com
mailto:bellman@rogers.com
mailto:lcooke@uwo.ca
mailto:peter.solomon@utoronto.ca
mailto:brbr.adams@gmail.com
mailto:49acacia@sympatico.ca
mailto:national@cammac.ca
http://www.cammac.ca/

