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An interview with Dan Rutzen          by Blair Mackenzie 

 

On September 22nd, CAMMAC members will have the pleasure of 

reading through Mozart’s Coronation Mass under the direction of 

Dan Rutzen.  A native of Iowa, Dan is new to CAMMAC but is 

increasingly well known in the diverse Toronto music scene.  He 

found time recently for a telephone interview. 

 

How did you get involved in music?  Inspired from an early age by 

his mother’s example, and proficient on piano from the time he was 

very young, Dan knew from the moment he joined a school band 

that he wanted a career in music education.  He studied for it in 

Illinois on a bassoon scholarship.  After graduation he started up 

and ran a music and drama program at a new and well-funded high 

school in Houston, Texas.  Before long, Dan was heavily immersed 

in the world of school bands and choirs.  The inevitable marching 

bands and Texas football culture were not his first love, but 

otherwise this was a great start to his career. 

What brought you to Canada?  When Dan’s partner (a physician) was offered a position at Sick 

Kids, Dan moved to Canada.  After completing a Masters in choral conducting, he entered the 

D.M.A. (doctoral) program at U of T, studying orchestral and choral conducting.  This represented 

a significant change of focus for Dan, with far more emphasis on baroque and classical music than 

he had previously experienced.  He gulped when he learned that the piece he would have to 

conduct, when auditioning for U of T, was the Bach B Minor Mass.  However, U of T obviously 

liked what they heard, and before long Dan was immersed for three summers in baroque repertoire 

under the direction of Helmuth Rilling, an experience he describes as ‘transformative’. 

 

Continued, page 3 

  

http://www.cammac.ca/
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SCHEDULE OF READINGS 

2013-2014 SEASON 

 

Once a month, CAMMAC singers and 

instrumentalists get together and read 

through a work for choir and orchestra under 

the direction of a professional choir director.  

Occasionally, readings feature pieces for 

singers only.  Readings are not intended as 

rehearsals, and we do not perform for an 

audience, although listeners are welcome.  

All readings are in Elliott Hall, Christ 

Church Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St, Toronto, 

and are on Sunday afternoons from 2 pm to 

4:30 pm.  Admission is $6 for CAMMAC 

members and $10 for non-members.  Please 

arrive 15 minutes early to set up so the 

reading can begin on time! 

 

September 22 –Mozart, “Coronation Mass in 

C major” and “Missa Brevis” with Dan 

Rutzen (coordinator: Marion Wilk) 

 

October 20 – Bach, “Magnificat” and 

“Cantata 131” with Cheryll Chung  

(coordinator: Peter Solomon) 

 

November 24 – Mozart, “Requiem” with 

Maté Szigeti  (coordinator:  Tim Moody) 

 

January 19 – Macmillan, “Celtic Mass for 

the Sea” with Jenny Crober (coordinator: 

Barbara Adams) 

 

February 16 – Brahms, “German Requiem” 

with Ori Siegel (coordinator:  Lynda Moon) 

 

March 23 –Chatman, “Proud Music of the 

Storm” with Lydia Adams (coordinator:  

Barbara Adams) 

 

April 27 –Glick, “Triumph of the Spirit” 

with Shawn Grenke (coordinator:  Gerald 

Martindale) 

 

May 25 – Elgar, Fauré, Lauridsen “Lux 

Aeterna” and AGM (coordinators:  Lynn 

Salt and David Wilcox) 

 

NOTE TO ASPIRING VOCAL 

SOLOISTS: 

 

Most of the pieces that we work on at our 

Sunday readings have vocal solo parts.   

Sometimes members of the choir sing these 

parts together.  Sometimes the conductor 

invites his/her own soloists, and sometimes 

we find people to sing these parts at the 

readings.  If you are an experienced singer 

and you’d like to give it a try, please contact 

both Peter Solomon 

(peter.solomon@utoronto.ca.) and the 

reading coordinator (for contact information: 

page 8) at least a month ahead of the reading 

date so this possibility can be discussed. 

 

 

TORONTO REGION WORKSHOPS 

2013-2014 SEASON 

 

November 2 – Oboe Master Class with 

Barbara Bolte.  Northern District Library, 40 

Orchard View Blvd., Toronto.  See page 6 

for more details. 

 

January 26 – An introduction to conducting 

with Colin Clarke.  St Michael’s College 

School, 1515 Bathurst St. (at St. Clair), 

Toronto (workshop limited to 10 

participants). 

 

Both workshops are from 2:00 to 4:30 pm.  

$25 CAMMAC members, $30 non-

members. 

 

 

 

Visit www.cammac.ca for additional 

information about CAMMAC’s activities in 

Toronto, other regions of the country, and 

the 60
th

 anniversary activities which will 

take place during the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:peter.solomon@utoronto.ca
http://www.cammac.ca/
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CAMMAC RECORDER PLAYERS’ 

SOCIETY 

 

The CAMMAC Recorder Players’ Society 

meets every three weeks from September to 

May.  We play from 7:30 until 10, with a 

short break (refreshments included).  

CAMMAC members may pay the annual 

RPS membership fee of $80 for 12 regular 

meetings.  Non-members pay $15 per 

meeting (your first visit is free).  Coached 

sessions are an additional $5.  Please bring a 

music stand, and your CAMMAC 

membership card if you wish to pay the 

annual fee.  

 

The first meeting of the 2013-14 season will 

be held at Mount Pleasant Road Baptist 

Church, 527 Mount Pleasant Road (two 

blocks north of Davisville Avenue), 

Toronto, on Friday, September 13.  The 

meeting will be coached by Scott Paterson. 

While we fully intend to run a complete 

season this year, our plans are on hold 

owing to the last-minute cancellation of our 

previous venue. We hope to finalize the 

program by mid-September, in time to 

publish the dates and location for the full 

season in the October newsletter. Look for 

updates on the CAMMAC website 

(http://cammac.ca/en/activites-

regionales/toronto/cammac-recorder-

players-society/). For further information, 

call Anne-Marie Prendiville at 416 480-

1853. 

 

                  
 

 

An interview with Dan Rutzen  (cont’d) 

 

How are you enjoying the Toronto music scene?  In addition to completing his doctoral studies, 

Dan is heavily involved in musical theatre.  Dan also somehow finds time to lead a wide variety 

of choral ensembles, which have recently included the MegaCity Chorus and the Metropolitan 

Community Church Choir.   He is also active as a singer and soloist in other ensembles, and as a 

singing coach.  He recently was a répétiteur for the Canadian premiere of Prima Donna for 

Luminato – a combination of all his interests (classical, orchestral, keyboard, vocal, choral, 

theatre) in one giant project.  His experience here has been both broadening and challenging. He 

notes that there are a lot of very talented musicians in this city, but for those who are prepared to 

work hard, a very satisfying career beckons.    

If there were one piece of advice you would like to offer to amateur musicians (apart from 

looking up now and then at the conductor!) what would it be?  When performing, don’t take 

yourselves so seriously!  Dealing with technical problems is an important goal for every 

musician.  It enables artistry and gives one more musical choices.  But above all else there must 

be connection from the music to the musician to the audience for the experience to be 

meaningful for all involved.  When performing, try to let go of the technical challenges, and 

focus instead on communicating to those around you – next to you in the choir, or in the 

audience – the most basic messages of the music:  its joy, its sadness, its energy or its calm.  Get 

out there and entertain! 

http://cammac.ca/en/activites-regionales/toronto/cammac-recorder-players-society/
http://cammac.ca/en/activites-regionales/toronto/cammac-recorder-players-society/
http://cammac.ca/en/activites-regionales/toronto/cammac-recorder-players-society/
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A CAMMAC (Canadian Amateur Musicians /Musiciens Amateurs du Canada) Toronto Region Event.  Please copy 

and post. 

 

CAMMAC READING 

 

 

 

 

W. A. Mozart: 
Coronation Mass in C 

major;  Missa Brevis K. 

220 
 

Date SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2013 
Time 2 PM SHARP TO 4:30 PM (Please arrive 15 minutes early to set up.)  
Conductor Dan Rutzen 
Biography Dan Rutzen is a Toronto-based conductor, accompanist, singer and vocal 

coach.  He is in the final stages of completing a doctorate in orchestral and 

choral conducting from the University of Toronto, Faculty of Music.  For a 

profile of Dan, please see page 1. 

Music notes The Coronation Mass was completed in March, 1779 in Salzburg.  It appears 

to have acquired the nickname "Coronation" at the Imperial court in Vienna in 

the early nineteenth century, after becoming the preferred music for royal and 

imperial coronations as well as services of Thanksgiving. The Missa Brevis, 

one of five written by Mozart, was composed in 1775 or 1776. 

Place Christ Church Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St (2 blocks north of St Clair Avenue) 

in Elliott Hall (enter from Heath Street). 

Singers SATB (Note:  singers do not need to pre-register) 

Instrumentation Coronation Mass: oboe 1&2, bassoon, horn 1&2, trumpet 1&2, trombone 1, 

2&3, tympani, strings.  Missa Brevis: trumpets 1&2; tympani; strings. 

Information For more information:  Marion Wilk   marion.wilk@gmail.com  

Cost CAMMAC members $6; non-members $10; students free.    

Refreshments Refreshments will be available for $1 during the break. 

 

Instrumentalists:  

 Please pre-register with Marion Wilk   marion.wilk@gmail.com  

 Please bring your own music stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:marion.wilk@gmail.com
mailto:marion.wilk@gmail.com
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A CAMMAC (Canadian Amateur Musicians /Musiciens Amateurs du Canada) Toronto Region Event.  Please copy 

and post. 

 

CAMMAC READING 
 

 

 

J. S. Bach: 

 

Magnificat &  

Cantata 131 

 

 

Date SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2013 
Time 2 PM SHARP TO 4:30 PM (Please arrive 15 minutes early to set up.)  
Conductor Cheryll Chung 
Biography Cheryll is an active conductor, educator and performer.  She is the founder and 

artistic director of the Cantabile Chamber Singers, a small chamber choir 

based in Toronto.  She was recently featured in Chorus America's issue of 

"Voices".  She holds a Master of Music in conducting from the University of 

Toronto where she studied with Dr. Doreen Rao and Raffi Armenian and had 

the opportunity to work with the Elmer Iseler Singers.  Cheryll is also resident 

conductor of the Heliconian Choir and Orchestra and on faculty at the Royal 

Conservatory of Music where she directs the Academy Chorus. 

Music notes Bach composed an early version of the famous Magnificat for Christmas 

vespers in Leipzig in 1723 and created a new general version in 1733. A major 

work for five soloists, five part choir and large orchestra, its twelve 

movements take about 30 minutes to perform.  Cantata 131 “Aus der Tiefen 

rufe ich, Herr, zu dir,” based on Psalm 130, was composed in 1707-1708, 

which makes it one of Bach’s earliest cantatas.  

Place Christ Church Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St (2 blocks north of St Clair Avenue) 

in Elliott Hall (enter from Heath Street) 

Singers Choir SATB. (Note:  singers do not need to pre-register) 

Instrumentation Magnificat:  flute 1&2, oboe 1&2, bassoon, trumpets 1, 2&3, tympani, strings 

Cantata 131:  oboe, bassoon, strings 

Information For more information:  Peter Solomon  peter.solomon@utoronto.ca  

Cost CAMMAC members $6; non-members $10; students free.    

Refreshments Refreshments will be available for $1 during the break. 

 

Instrumentalists:  

 Please pre-register with Peter Solomon  peter.solomon@utoronto.ca  

 Please bring your own music stand 

 

 

mailto:peter.solomon@utoronto.ca
mailto:peter.solomon@utoronto.ca
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CAMMAC Oboe Master Class, November 2
nd

, 2013 
2:00 – 4:30 pm, Room 200, Northern District Library, 40 Orchard View Blvd., Toronto 

(1st block north of Eglinton Ave, west side of Yonge St) 

 

We are fortunate to have Barbara Bolte leading the CAMMAC Oboe 

Master Class on November 2
nd

, 2013.  After graduating from the University 

of Toronto with an Honours B. Mus., Barbara was awarded a Canada 

Council Arts Grant to study with Heinz Holliger in Germany, followed by 

working with the Ensemble Intercontemporain in Paris directed by Pierre 

Boulez.  On a whim she decided to move to London, England, where for 

almost 2 decades, she pursued an active free-lancing career, which included 

working with the Royal Opera Covent Garden, the London Philharmonic, 

English National Ballet, several of the BBC orchestras, as well as West End 

Shows.  She also toured the world with the eclectic band, The Penguin Cafe 

Orchestra.  Barbara returned to Canada in 1994, and has worked with the 

National Ballet, the Canadian Opera, Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony, New Music concerts and 

various shows, as well as doing chamber music broadcasts for the CBC.  She currently plays 

principal oboe with the Kingston Symphony and teaches oboe and beginner piano at Queen’s 

University as well as in her private studio.  

 

Participating in a Master Class provides a larger context for learning which gives the musician, at 

whatever level, an opportunity equivalent to as many private lessons as there are performers in 

the class.  Ms. Bolte, who is a gentle and incisive teacher, likes to focus on musicianship.  She 

believes the technical level of the player does not need to impede musical playing, since anyone 

can learn how to shape a phrase and understand style.  Here is an opportunity for you to bring 

your questions and problems relating to playing the oboe, whatever they may be, and have them 

addressed in a supportive environment.  

 

There will be ensemble playing as well as coached prepared music.  The Master Class format is 

more frequently found in Europe than in North America.  Heinz Holliger regularly favoured 

Master Classes – they provide for a more effective learning environment than private lessons, 

since those who register can benefit from the experience of all.  If you are preparing a piece, 

please indicate the composer and title.  Please also indicate if you will bring an English horn.   
 

To participate, complete and mail this form with your cheque or money order, payable to 

CAMMAC Toronto Region to:  Oboe Master Class, 57 York Road, Toronto M2L 1H7. 

Name:________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ___________________________    Postal Code:  __________________________ 

Tel:  ____________________________    e-mail:  _______________________________ 

 

Name of composer: ___________________________________________ 

Name of composition: _________________________________________  

I will be bringing an English horn.  

Amount:  _____ $25 (CAMMAC member) _____ $30 (non-CAMMAC member) 
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WHAT DO I GET FOR MY CAMMAC MEMBERSHIP? 

 

By taking out membership in CAMMAC you support the work of Canada’s foremost charitable 

organization devoted to meeting the needs of amateur musicians.  CAMMAC members pay 

reduced admission to attend CAMMAC readings and workshops and have borrowing privileges 

from the extensive CAMMAC sheet music library.  CAMMAC membership is a requirement for 

taking part in CAMMAC’s summer music camp at Lake MacDonald. 

 

 

Playing Opportunities 

Canadian Band Association (Ontario)* presents Community Band Weekend (West) on 

October 18, 19 and 20, 2013.  Every year, the CBA (O) and one of our member bands host a 

Community Band Weekend; a fabulous opportunity for musicians from bands across Ontario to 

join together for a weekend of making music and meeting old and new friends.  It is also an 

opportunity to rehearse and perform an exciting variety of music, and to experience different 

styles of a roster of experienced conductors.  The weekend is open to adult or high school 

musicians playing a wind or percussion instrument.  It's for players at all levels.  Hosted by 

Encore...the Concert Band, London, ON.  For more information or to register, go to http://cba-

ontario.ca/cbaonew/ 

 

Lake Field Music Camp is holding a participant concert on Sunday, February 23, 2014 from 

3:00 to 6:00 pm at St George the Martyr Church, 197 John St., Toronto.  At least one member of 

each performing group should have attended Lake Field Music Camp or be a member of 

CAMMAC.  Contact info@lakefieldmusic.ca or 647-692-3463 for more information. 

 

T.E.M.P.O. workshops:  Dates for the balance of 2013 are as follows: September 8, October 6, 

November 3 and December 1.  All sessions are from 1:30 pm to 4 pm, and are held at Armour 

Heights Community Centre, 2140 Avenue Road, Toronto.  Fee $20 per session.  For further 

information:  Christine McClymont at cmcclymont@sympatico.ca .   

 

A word about T.E.M.P.O. 

 

We are the Toronto Early Music Players Organization, a registered non-profit group founded 

in 1984.  Our members are amateur musicians joined together to nurture and encourage the 

appreciation of Early Music (music from the Medieval, Renaissance, and Baroque periods).  We 

play a variety of instruments: recorders of all sizes, viols (viola da gamba), renaissance and 

baroque flutes, lute, harp, sackbut, cornetto, shawm, other early reeds, and percussion.  We 

occasionally have meetings in early dancing and singing.  We have nine Sunday afternoon 

meetings each year in which we explore an aspect of early music repertoire under the guidance 

of a coach.  Our coaches are professional music teachers and performers from around North 

America and Europe.  Non-members are always welcome at all of our events.  Our first monthly 

meeting is free!  Just bring your instrument(s) and a music stand. 

 

 

http://cba-ontario.ca/cbaonew/
http://cba-ontario.ca/cbaonew/
mailto:info@lakefieldmusic.ca
mailto:cmcclymont@sympatico.ca
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THE NEWSLETTER NEEDS YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!!!! 

Get your creative juices flowing!   Share some musical memories!  Pass on some 

advice!  Tell us about your favorite musical websites or software!  Tell us about a 

wonderful CD or DVD!  Write anything at all that reminds us why we all so love 

making music!   Photos are always welcome.   Send something, the sooner the better, 

to mackenzie.blair@gmail.com.  Your fellow newsletter readers will thank you! 

 

 

 

 

SUPERB SUDOKU  by Ricci Balogh 

 

   A     L 

 O   S     

  E   F    

L  A E O  F   

 E       H 

 F   T  N   

   N L   E  

   S    H  

A L     T  F 
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 

The deadline for content for the October – November 2013 issue is September 15, and for the 

December – January issue is November 15. 

 

 

 

MUSICAL CHAIRS 

Are you looking for a music mate, someone with whom to make some music?  We keep a list of 

others also looking!  Please get in touch with our Musical Chairs group at 416-962-4847. 

 

Nine different letters are used in this 

SUDOKU.  Each letter is used once in 

each row, column and 3x3 box.  To 

start, look in the most populated boxes, 

rows and columns for missing letters.  

If you end up with more than one 

possibility, use common sense to 

eliminate the extra letters.  After 

solving the puzzle itself, you have to 

find the one or two word musical term 

made up of these 9 letters when placed 

in the correct order.  Good luck! 

 

Letters used, in alphabetical order:  

A E F H L N O S T  

 

The solution to this puzzle will be 

published in the next issue of the 

Newsletter. 
 

 

 

mailto:mackenzie.blair@gmail.com
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ADVERTISING RATES 

 

Full page  $90 

Half page  $50 (max. 7 ½”W x 4 5/8” H) 

Quarter page  $30 (max. 3 ½”H x 4 5/8”H) 

Advertising is subject to space availability.  Neither publication nor positioning is guaranteed. 

 

 

 

CAMMAC TORONTO REGION MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2013 – 2014 

 

  President:  Tim Moody  416-605-2793   tim@timmoody.com  

  Past President:  Gerald Martindale  416-551-5183  bellman@rogers.com  

  Treasurer / National Rep.*:  Marion Wilk  416-386-0258  marion.wilk@gmail.com  

  Secretary:  Lynda Moon  416-482-6562  ptriovc@gmail.com 

  Newsletter Production:  Blair Mackenzie  705-651-1083  mackenzie.blair@gmail.com 

  Publicity Co-ordinator:  Barbara Adams  905-877-0671  brbr.adams@gmail.com 

  Volunteer Co-ordinator:  Gerald Martindale  416-551-5183  bellman@rogers.com 

  Member at Large:   Lauren Cooke  905-876-1652   lcooke@uwo.ca  

  Soloist Co-ordinator:  Peter Solomon  416-781-4745  peter.solomon@utoronto.ca.  

 *Toronto Region representative to the CAMMAC Board of Directors 

 

OTHER CONTACTS 

  Webmaster:  Barbara Adams   905-877-0671  brbr.adams@gmail.com 

  Recorder Players’ Soc.: Anne-Marie Prendiville  416-480-1853  49acacia@sympatico.ca 

  CAMMAC membership inquiries (toll free):  1-888-622-8755 or national@cammac.ca  

  CAMMAC website:  www.cammac.ca 

 

 

E-MAIL AND / OR ADDRESS CHANGES / PRIVACY NOTICE 

 

Whenever your contact information changes, please remember to notify CAMMAC 

headquarters.  We receive our mailing lists from them, so keep us current by keeping 

CAMMAC informed!     Toll free: 1-888-622-8755 or national@cammac.ca 

 

If you do not want your name and personal information known to other CAMMAC members, 

please make sure that when you renew your membership, you mark the appropriate box at the 

bottom of the application form. 

 

mailto:tim@timmoody.com
mailto:bellman@rogers.com
mailto:marion.wilk@gmail.com
mailto:ptriovc@gmail.com
mailto:mackenzie.blair@gmail.com
mailto:brbr.adams@gmail.com
mailto:bellman@rogers.com
mailto:lcooke@uwo.ca
mailto:peter.solomon@utoronto.ca
mailto:brbr.adams@gmail.com
mailto:49acacia@sympatico.ca
mailto:national@cammac.ca
http://www.cammac.ca/

