
A CAMMAC (Canadian Amateur Musicians /Musiciens Amateurs du Canada) Toronto Region Event.  

Please copy and post. 

CAMMAC READING 

 
 

 

 

J.S. BACH 
 

Christmas Oratorio 

Date SUNDAY, November 18, 2018 

Time 2 PM SHARP TO 4:30 PM (Please arrive 15 minutes early.) 

Conductor Joan Andrews 

Biography Joan Andrews is a long-time singing member of the Amadeus Choir, where she 

is also Assistant Conductor. She was Artistic Director and Conductor of 

Markham’s Village Voices for 16 years and continues to assist periodically. Her 

19 years’ teaching career as head of music at Dr. Norman Bethune CI in 

Scarborough centred on instrumental and vocal music.  She is currently the flute 

section lead of Toronto’s Encore Symphonic Band. Joan’s strong belief in the 

value of music-making as a lifelong avocation led her to play an active role in 

CAMMAC.  For over 25 years, she worked as a volunteer on local and national 

committees. She enjoyed directing choirs and chamber ensembles at 

CAMMAC’s Ontario Summer Music Centres and attributes much of her self-

confidence to experiences and associations as a long-time member.  
Music notes The Christmas Oratorio was written for the Christmas season of 1734 and is a 

particularly sophisticated example of parody music, which involves copying 

musical ideas, lyrics, or a particular style. In this case, Bach incorporated music 

from his earlier compositions, including three secular cantatas written during 

1733 and 1734 and a now lost church cantata, BWV 248a. The oratorio is in six 

parts, each being intended for performance on one of the major feast days of the 

Christmas period. We will read through all but the 4th part and will concentrate 

on the choruses and chorales, with some arias being sung by soloists.  

Place Christ Church Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St. (2 blocks north of St. Clair Avenue) 

in Elliott Hall (enter from Heath St.) 

Singers Chorus SATB 

Instrumentation Flutes 1,2; Oboes 1,2,3,4; Bassoon; Trumpets 1,2,3; Timpani; Strings  

Information For more information:  Barb Adams, brbr.adams@gmail.com 

Cost CAMMAC members $6; non-members $10; students free 

Refreshments Refreshments will be available for $1 during the break 

 

Instrumentalists: please pre-register Barb Adams, brbr.adams@gmail.com 

Instrumentalists please bring your own music stand 
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