
A CAMMAC (Canadian Amateur Musicians /Musiciens Amateurs du Canada) Toronto Region Event.  

Please copy and post. 

CAMMAC READING 
 

 

 

Fauré 

 

Requiem 

 
 

Gabriel Faure SUNDAY, March 24 

Time 2 PM SHARP TO 4:30 PM (Please arrive 15 minutes early.) 

Conductor LEONIDAS VARAHIDIS  
Biography LEONIDAS VARAHIDIS began his musical career on piano, then euphonium and, later, 

conducting. He has a B. Ed and B. Mus from U of T and a breadth of knowledge in all main 

fields of conducting. He is currently in his sixth season as Conductor and Artistic Director of 

the Toronto Community Orchestra, where he has been able to build and strengthen the group’s 

capabilities both technically and musically. As a performer, he has been a member of the 

Toronto Youth Wind Orchestra and Weston Silver Band,  and has been a guest conductor for 

the Counterpoint Community Orchestra.  He is the Head of Music at North Toronto Collegiate 

Institute, directing two concert bands, a jazz band, and the school’s marching band. Leonidas 

is a facilitator for the Ontario Educational Leadership Centre’s “Intermediate Arts Camp”, a 

program for students to learn leadership skills through a focus in the arts. He is also a faculty 

member of the National Music Camp of Canada, where he conducts the Wind Ensemble.   

 
Music notes Fauré’s best-known sacred composition is his Requiem, Op. 48, which he began during 1886. 

Comparing Fauré’s Requiem to other requiems from the same period, it is apparent that he 

was not particularly interested in a dramatic or theatrical vision of death, rather considered 

death more of a joyous occasion, a journey to everlasting peace. The entire Requiem is 

characteristic of lightness and modesty, where throughout almost the entire work, the music is 

marked as mezzoforte or softer, with the exception of the “Libera me”. For Fauré, the extreme 

confidence in the eternal rest of death is the pivotal point. As he wrote to his colleague, Eugène 

Ysaÿe, in 1900: “The [Requiem] is of as gentle a character as I am myself. 

Place Christ Church Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St. (2 blocks north of St. Clair Avenue) in Elliott Hall 

(enter from Heath St.) 

Singers SATB. Soloists SB  

Instrumentation Flutes 1, 2, Clarinets in Bb, 1, 2, Bassoons 1, 2, Horns 1, 2, 3, 4, Trumpets 1, 2, 

Trombones 1, 2, 3, Organ, Harp 1, Strings. 

Information For more information: Marion Wilk, marion.wilk@gmail.com 

Cost CAMMAC members $6; non-members $10; students free 

Refreshments Refreshments will be available for $1 during the break 

 

Instrumentalists: please pre-register Marion Wilk,  marion.wilk @gmail.com. 

Instrumentalists please bring your own music stand 
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