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CAMMAC READING 

 
 

 

 

 

Buxtehude 
 

Membra Jesu Nostri 

Date SUNDAY, January 19, 2020 

Time 2 PM SHARP TO 4:30 PM (Please arrive 15 minutes early.) 

Conductor Mark Vuorinen 

Biography Mark Vuorinen is Artistic Director of the Grand Philharmonic Choir and Elora 

Festival and Singers. He leads the choral music program at the University of 

Waterloo.  A past director of the early-music ensemble Toronto Chamber 

Choir, Mark has given first performances and Canadian premieres of works by 

numerous composers. Recent concert highlights include performances of 

Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis, Benjamin Britten’s War Requiem, Arvo Pärt’s 

Credo and Passio, John Estacio’s The Houses Stand not Far Apart (co-

commissioned with the choir) and others. Research interests include the study 

of contemporary choral literature from the Baltic states, and in particular,  the 

music of Arvo Pärt and Veljo Tormis.   Mark is a frequent guest conductor, 

choral adjudicator and clinician, and is president-elect of Choirs Ontario.  
Music notes Dietrich Buxtehude’s cycle of cantatas “Membra Jesu Nostri patientis 

sanctissima.” 1680,  is comprised of 7 discrete cantatas, each a meditation on a 

part of Christ’s body.  The text is the mystical poetry of Arnulf von Löwen  

(c. 1200-1250).  Individual parts of Christ’s body become the subject of each 

cantata.  The suffering of Christ and the despair of his followers is palpable in 

the harmonic and melodic material. At the centre of each cantata are three 

verses of von Löwen’s poem, which becomes a tri-partite aria.  The bass line, 

in the continuo, remains the same for each verse though the voices that sing 

each individual section of the aria vary from soloists and trios to the entire five-

part chorus; each stanza is separated by a short instrumental ritornello.   An 

instrumental sonata begins each cantata.  Framing each central aria is a chorus 

with a Biblical text.   

Place Christ Church Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St. (2 blocks north of St. Clair Avenue) 

in Elliott Hall (enter from Heath St.) 

Singers Choir and soloists SSATB. 

Instrumentation Strings only; the work will be read on modern stringed instruments.  

Information For more information:  Sheila M. MacRae,  smmoboe@gmail.com 

Cost CAMMAC members $6; non-members $10; students free.   

Refreshments Refreshments will be available for $1 during the break. 

 

Instrumentalists: please pre-register with Sheila M. MacRae, smmoboe@gmail.com 
Instrumentalists please bring your own music stand 
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