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Please copy and post. 

CAMMAC READING 
 

  

 

 

STRAVINSKY 

SYMPHONY OF PSALMS 

Date SUNDAY, May 15, 2022 
Time 2 PM SHARP TO 4:30 PM (Please arrive 15 minutes early.) 
Conductor Samam Shahi 
Biography Saman Shahi is JUNO-nominated composer, pianist, conductor and educator based in 

Toronto. His compositions have been performed around the globe and include six 

orchestral works, three operas, two ballets and many works for choral, vocal and chamber 

forces. Saman holds a master's degree in composition from the University of Toronto, is 

an affiliate Member of the Canadian League of Composers, Associate Composer at the 

Canadian Music Centre as well as a SOCAN member. He is a co-founder and the Executive 

Director at ICOT, Music Director at the Peterborough Concert band, and a composer and 

teaching artist with the Canadian Opera Company. In 2020 Saman's debut composition 

album "Breathing in the Shadows" was recorded and released by Leaf Music. All song 

cycles in this album have won awards both in Canada and the United States including a 

2022 JUNO awards nomination. His second album, “Microlocking” was released by 

People|Places|Records in 2021. 
Music notes The Symphony of Psalms is a neo-classical choral symphony in three movements by Igor 

Stravinsky, composed in 1930. The symphony derives its name from the use of Psalm texts 

in the choral parts. This work features many of Stravinsky's signature techniques such as 

displaced rhythmic figures, octatonic scales and polytonality. It's a powerful and devotional 

work and for nearly a century from its completion, it has managed to remain one of his 

most performed works. Due to the challenges of this piece, we will focus on the first and 

second movements. If time allows, will take a look at the third movement. 
Instruments Fl 4; Ob 5 (Cor Ang); Bassoons 3 (Contrabassoon); Horns in F 4; Trumpet in D 1; 

Trumpets in C 4; Trombones 2; Bass Trombone 1; Tuba 1; Timpani; Piano 2; Strings 

(Cellos Basses, no high strings).  Register with Sheila MacRae, smmoboe@gmail.com  
Singers SATB and soloists. Please register with Sheila MacRae smmoboe@gmail.com  
Place Christ Church Deer Park, 1570 Yonge St. (2 blocks north of St. Clair Avenue) in Elliott Hall (enter 

from Heath St.) 

Cost CAMMAC members $6; non-members $10; students free.   

Additional  Please check our website for status updates cammac.ca/toronto/   

 

Information:  Please contact Sheila M. MacRae,  smmoboe@gmail.com. 

Instrumentalists, please bring your own music stand 
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