
 

 

SELF-RATING GUIDE 
CHAMBER MUSIC – Part 1 

 
 
Use the descriptions below to determine your level of playing. You may add a plus (+) or a minus (-) for precision.  
Keep in mind that you may revise your level every year according to the progress you made and the experience you 
gained. You may also revise it if you lost some abilities or missed too many hours of practice…   
 

 Beginner 
(D) 

Intermediate 
(C) 

Intermediate Plus 
(B) 

Advanced 
(A) 

My abilities I can read music and 
have basic technical 
skills.  
I can sight-read 
(without marking 
name of the notes 
and fingerings) 
simple piece slowly.  
I am starting to 
explore the chamber 
music repertoire. 

I play with a decent 
tone. I play in tune in 
several tonalities.  
I’m comfortable in 
sections of moderate 
tempi. 
I’m starting to be 
peripherally aware of 
other parts. I can play 
a part by myself 
without doubling with 
another player. I can 
sight-read a piece at 
a moderate tempo 
but I slow down in the 
hard sections. 

I play with a pleasant 
tone. 
I can sight-read most 
standard chamber 
music repertoire at a 
decent tempo but I 
slow down in some 
difficult passages.  
I can get back in 
when lost without 
stopping the group.  
I can play most 
dynamics at sight-
reading. I am aware  
of other parts and try 
to match them.  

I play with a beautiful 
tone even in difficult 
passages. I can  
sight-read quickly  
and clearly passages 
in all tonalities and I 
paying attention to 
tempo changes.  
I’m a strong leader.  
I have keen 
awareness of other 
parts and know 
exactly how they fit.  

My 
challenges 

Often I must slow 
down in faster or 
more technical 
passages. Sometimes 
I get ‘tangled’ in my 
own part. 

I need to slowdown in 
hard sections. I tend 
to get absorbed in my 
own part and loose 
contact with the rest 
of the group.  

Sometimes the 
hardest passages 
sound messy. My 
phrasing is 
sometimes choppy. 

I want to develop a 
cohesive group sound 
and wider range of 
tone colors. 

My goals To play with fewer 
stops and listen more 
to the group. 

To listen more to 
others, improve 
leading ability and, 
develop the technique 
for complex 
passages.  

To play with more 
nuance, match my 
articulation with the 
group and improve 
my tone and 
phrasing.  

To convey a 
convincing 
interpretation, expand 
my arsenal of tone 
colors and refine 
attention to detail.  

 



 

SELF-RATING GUIDE 
CHAMBER MUSIC – Part 2 

 
 

Instrument If you have indicated You should be able to read without difficulty 

Strings 

A+ Schumann, Brahms, Beethoven opus 59, 74 ,95 

A Beethoven opus 18, later Haydn works (1st violin) 

A- or B+ Later Mozart works, later Haydn 

B Early Mozart works, early Haydn 

Clarinet 

A+ Contrasts by Bartok, l'Histoire du Soldat by Stravinsky 

A Quintets for clarinet and strings by Brahms and Weber 

A- or B+ Quintet by Mozart, trio by Beethoven (clar, vcl, piano) 

B Kegelstatt Trio by Mozart (clar, vla, piano) 

Flute 

A or A+ 
Trio by Weber, Martinu, trio sonatas by Bach, wind quintets by 
20th century composers 

B 
London trios and fl, vcl, piano by Haydn, quartets by Mozart, wind 
quintets by Danzi, trio sonatas 

Piano 

A+ Brahms, Schumann, Schubert trios 

A Beethoven trios 

A- or B+ Trios by Haydn and Mozart 

B Continuo parts in Trio Sonatas 

 
  



 

 

SELF-RATING GUIDE 
JAZZ COMBOS 

 
 
Use the descriptions below to determine your level of playing. You may add a plus (+) or a minus (-) for precision.  
Keep in mind that you may revise your level every year according to the progress you made and the experience you 
gained. You may also revise it if you lost some abilities or missed too many hours of practice…   
 
WHAT IS A COMBO? Combos are small Jazz ensembles comprising a rhythm section (piano, guitar, double-bass 
and drums and melodic instruments (trumpet, trombone, clarinet, saxophone, etc.). Other instruments, including 
voice, are occasionally included. 
 
 

FOR BEGINNER COMBOS 
(D) 

FOR INTERMEDIATE COMBOS 
(B-C) 

FOR ADVANCED COMBOS 
(A) 

I am able to read music and have 
basic technical skills.  
I can sight-read simple piece 
slowly, without marking name of 
the notes and fingerings. 
I have begun to explore some 
jazz repertoire. 

I am an intermediate player. 
I have some experience in 
ensemble playing, some 
experience in improvisation, and 
know the rudiments of jazz: chord 
reading and structures.  
(The course will include learning 
repertoire, improvisation and 
ensemble playing skills.) 

I am an advanced player. 
I am experienced in ensemble 
playing and improvisation, and I 
have a good knowledge of jazz. 
Including chord reading and 
structures.  
(The course will include learning 
repertoire, development of 
auditory faculties, transcription 
and notation, improvisation. 
Advanced notions of groove will 
also be included.) 

 
  



 

SELF-RATING GUIDE 
VOICE 

 
 
Use the descriptions below to determine your level of singing. You may add a plus (+) or a minus (-) for precision.  
Keep in mind that you may revise your level every year according to the progress you made and the experience you 
gained. You may also revise it if you lost some abilities or missed too many hours of practice…   
 

(D) (C) (B) (A) 

I sing in choirs only. I often sing solos in 
church or with my choir.  

I have often sung solos in 
public and/or in private 
concerts. 

I have given recitals. 

 
  



 

SELF-RATING GUIDE 
RECORDER 

 
 
Use the descriptions below to determine your level of playing. You may add a plus (+) or a minus (-) for precision.  
Keep in mind that you may revise your level every year according to the progress you made and the experience you 
gained. You may also revise it if you lost some abilities or missed too many hours of practice…   
 

(D) (C) (B) (A) 

I have never played the 
recorder. 

I can play most of the 
notes on my instrument, 
I know the fingerings for 
one sharp and one flat, 
my music reading skills 
are good. 

I can play all the notes 
on my instrument, I can 
transpose an octave up 
or down on sight, I know 
the fingerings up to 2 
sharps and 2 flats and 
some trills, I am a good 
sight reader. 

In addition, I play all the 
recorders (fingerings for 
the soprano and the 
alto), I can play 
up to 4 sharps and 4 
flats, and I know the 
fingerings for trills. I can 
add basic ornements 
to my part such as trills, 
appogiaturas and 
grupettos. My sight-
reading is very good,  
I have no problems with 
syncopation and off-beat 
notes. 

 


